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Abstract 
This thesis is a study of the Chinese academies as they currently exist and the protections 
they have as historic structures and places. Given the large number of academies and their widely 
distributed locations, Hunan academies are selected for case studies, seeking commonalities with 
respect to the types of buildings, their locations, their current uses, the state of their conservation 
and their success as historic sites well recognized by the local and national community. 
The governance framework of heritage conservation in China follows a top down policy-
making structure. Although current legislation has secured basic legal protections on cultural 
heritage sites, the lack of precise interpretation of the law has consequently vested great 
autonomy during the implementation process and thus resulted in situations where overlooked 
academies are subject to material loses and shallow interpretations. 
To the case studies individually and as a group reveal the various forces and conditions 
impacting and controlling the current preservation strategies for these designated heritage sites. 
They also permit consideration of the opportunities and threats which arise in a variety of 
situations, emphasizing the overarching ideas of preserving the architectural integrity with 
respect to academies’ educational nature and cultural influence as well as the thorough 
presentation of the broad spectrum of academy history. Although it is inevitable that many of 
the academies have to adjust their functions and building layout to accommodate the 
requirements of current conservation planning, it is an assumption underlying these analyses 
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Introduction 
Shu Yuan, also known as Chinese academies, were important places for traditional classic 
learning and the commemoration of Confucius during the imperial period in China.1 The earliest 
of these academies appeared in the late Tang dynasty (619–907) as private local schools before 
gradually developing into a new educational system during the Song Dynasty (960–1297) as their 
number and influence significantly increased.2 The centuries that followed witnessed periodic 
declines and revivals of Chinese academies, until an edict issued by Emperor Guangxu in 1901 
forced all traditional academies to transform into modern schools (xuetang), combining the 
newly introduced Western educational system with neo-Confucian pedagogy.3 
According to a 2014 study on the current preservation and utilization of Chinese 
academies, approximately 7,000 academies were built throughout their 1,200-year history, and 
about 2,000 academies survive nationwide.4 While a large number of academies are extant, only 
about 400 have been designated Historical and Cultural Sites protected at various levels (文物保
护单位), including 50 Major Historical and Cultural Sites Protected at the National Level (全国重
                                                        
1 Su Liu, Ying jian de wen ming : Zhongguo chuan tong wen hua yu chuan tong jian zhu, 营建的文明：中国传统文
化与传统建筑 [The Civilization of Construction: the Traditional Chinese Culture and Architecture], (Beijing : Qing 
hua da xue chu ban she, 2014), 145-170. 
2 Xin Wu, “Yeulu Academy: Landscape and Gardens of Neo-Confucian Pedagogy,” Studies in the History of Gardens 
& Designed Landscapes 25, no. 3 (July 1, 2005): 156, 170, doi:10.1080/14601176.2005.10435442. 
3 Hongbo Deng, Mingxing Zhen, and Zhouyang Lou, “中国古代书院保护与利用现状调查,” [The Preservation and 
Utilization of Chinese Academies], 中国文化遗产, [China Cultural Heritage], (China Academic Journal Electronic 
Publishing House, 2014, 04), 50. 
4 Ibid., 50-54. The exact numbers written in the report: 7525 academies were built nationwide through over a 
1,200-year history. By the end of year 2011, collected data indicated that among 2012 surviving academies, 1374 
were not in use, only 674 were somewhat active. According to the list published by State Administration of Culture 
Heritage in 2005, 376 academies had been designated as Cultural Property Conservation Units. An additional 24 
academies were designated to the list of Major Historical and Cultural Sites Protected at the National Level in 2006 
and 2013. 
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点文物保护单位). The latest list of Major Historical and Cultural Sites Protected at the National 
Level was published in 2013, and though an updated version is expected to later in 2018, the 
majority of academies are likely to remain unlisted, and therefore abandoned and deteriorating.5  
This is a study of the Chinese academies as they currently exist and the protections they 
have as historic structures and places. Since the subject is broad—encompassing nearly all of 
China—the study will consider only those academies within Hunan province, seeking 
commonalities with respect to the types of buildings, their locations, their current uses, the state 
of their conservation and their success as historic sites well recognized by the local and national 
community. From this focused examination, I hope to be able to draw conclusions about methods 
by which these historic structures and the designed landscapes around them can be conserved 
and interpreted for the public. 
The selection of Hunan province as the regional focus for this work is both practical and 
strategic. Given the sheer number of academies, it is not possible, within the scope of a master’s 
thesis, to address all of the structures. Hunan is also the location of the most prestigious of these 
schools, beginning with Yuelu Academy, perhaps the most important academy in China from the 
point of view of its historical role in the development of a model educational system.   
Yuelu Academy was established in Hunan province during the Northern Song dynasty 
(976). At this academy, and others that sprang up around it, philosophers developed the neo-
Confucian philosophy that came to dominate Chinese intellectual thought after the Southern 
Song dynasty (1127–1279). Within Hunan province, there are 50 Chinese academies designated 
                                                        
5 Ibid. 
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as cultural properties,6 including 12 Major Historical and Cultural Sites Protected at the National 
Level,7 17 Historical and Cultural Sites Protected at the Provincial Level, 7 Historical and Cultural 
Sites Protected at the Level of a City Divided into Districts or at the Level of an Autonomous 
Prefecture, and 14 Historical and Cultural Sites Protected at the County Level.8  In terms of 
architectural significance: 32 academies are named and designated as individual academy 
compounds, 9 are affiliated with larger building complexes or sites, and 6 are in poor condition 
and no longer function.9  
The current uses and existing conservation plans of the surviving academies are crucial 
both for their cultural identities and for reinterpreting the academies’ historical and cultural 
significance. The academy culture of Hunan province underwent different periods of decline and 
revival in the twelve centuries since they were first established by the Tang dynasty. The 
evaluation of current preservation efforts should be multifaceted. The cultural and historical 
richness of these living academies cannot be flattened into a single layer, isolating them from 
their social fabric. According to the official designation titles of individual academy sites, it is 
possible to conclude that the Hunan academies have been recognized, at least, from a legal 
perspective, for their cultural, historical, educational, and revolutionary importance (chapter 2 
will discuss this in detail). Based on the discussion above, it is essential, therefore, to formulate 
                                                        
6 47 academies have been designated as Cultural Property Conservation Units in Hunan province from national to 
local preservation levels. 
7 Historical and Cultural Sites are designated by different Administrations of Cultural Heritage at the corresponding 
level of protection. 
8 Wikipedia, s.v. “Major Historical and Cultural Site Protected at the National Level,” last edited at on 30 March 
2017, https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Major_Historical_and_Cultural_Site_Protected_at_the_National_Level. 
9 Data collected from the Bureau of Culture Heritage, Hunan Province,湖南省文物局 [Administration of Cultural 
Heritage of Hunan Province]. 
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appropriate preservation strategies, not only to allow the general public to better understand 
the intricate evolutionary process of the Hunan academies over time, but also to retain their 
historical significance and cultural authenticity.10 
This thesis, building on the above discussions, aims to examine current preservation 
strategies for the Hunan academies. My study considers present preservation strategies through 
individual case studies, assessing both the academies’ physical condition—including their 
material authenticity—as well as the presentation of historical context of selected academies 
with regard to the corresponding levels of protection they are afforded as Historical and Cultural 
Sites.  
Research Questions 
1. What are the current laws/criteria that have been applied to cultural heritage 
designations in China?  
2. What are the current preservation strategies and conditions of the case study of the 
Hunan academies? 
3. Based on an analysis of the strengths, weaknesses, opportunities, and threats confronting 
the academies of Hunan, what issues should a strategic conservation plan address both 
for individual sites and the region? 
4. Based on an analysis of the current situation, what are the opportunities for future 
preservation practices on Hunan academies. 
Methodology 
                                                        
10 Architectural authenticity is more complex, incorporating rebuilding campaigns over centuries, hence, it will not 
be the major issue discussed in this thesis. 
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The research methodology for this thesis includes historical research, a literature review, a policy 
review, field visits, personal interviews, and case studies. These methods are illustrated in the 
following approach diagram. Understanding the cultural influences that contributed to the 
academies’ historical development is vital to determining their preservation significance. 
Legislation and governance provide legal protection and regulate the management work at 
designated heritage sites. Site visits to the case study academies took place between December 
2016 and January 2017. Visits were simultaneous with interviews with field experts and 
individuals working administratively at local cultural heritage sites. These interviews afforded 
primary source information about current preservation strategies in Hunan province. Case study 
analyses further investigate the strengths, weaknesses, opportunities, and threats of each 
preservation strategy. The diagram also points out that the policy-making process could be 
further improved by incorporating feedback from the present reinterpretation of the Hunan 
academies.  
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Diagram 1: Methodology Approach Diagram 
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Literature Review 
The extant literature on China’s preservation strategies for the traditional academies is limited, 
especially since most academic research has focused on certain prestigious academies, especially 
the “Four Grand Academies.” Of these, Yuelu Academy will be discussed in the next chapter. In 
addition, within the relatively narrow scope of academies that have been studied, research has 
consistently treated either the cultural influence and historical significance associated with 
notable scholars and intellectual movements or the architectural characteristics that are 
representative of the region and time period. Few writers mention heritage conservation and the 
challenging situations it presents.  
Derived from a historical narrative, many scholars have adopted a quantitative approach 
to evaluating historic preservation situations. Deng, Zheng, and Lou (2014) examined existing 
academies, placing them in four categories according to their primary function: 1) 
schools/educational institutes, 2) historical sites, 3) heritage tourism sites, and 4) cultural relics.11 
Their research revealed that many of the surviving academies have not been properly preserved, 
and they expressed grave concern about insufficient governmental support, a lack of regular 
maintenance, and scarce public advocacy. Yuelu Academy has been promoted by scholars and 
experts in the field as a superior example due to its continuous dedication to academic study and 
well-crafted restoration work. However, Yuelu Academy’s preservation paradigm, which requires 
                                                        
11 Deng, Zhen, and Lou, “中国古代书院保护与利用现状调查,” [The Preservation and Utilization of Chinese 
Academies], 50-54. 
Some of the academies have more than one functions. In this this article, academies were grouped based on their 
primary function. 
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massive manpower and material consumption, might not provide a solution that could be applied 
to other identified academies with lesser cultural and historical significance.12  
A recent Ph.D. dissertation by Ming Luo (2015) studied educational architecture in Hunan 
province during the Qing dynasty.13 Luo assessed selected Hunan academies using four main 
criteria: architectural integrity, architectural authenticity, architectural characteristics (styles and 
features), and structural quality. Her findings diverge from those of Deng, Zheng, and Lou, since 
the chosen samples had already been protected at higher levels compared to the Hunan 
academies overall.14 Luo borrowed the grading principles from John Delafons,15  who set out 
standards for different levels of integrity, authenticity, and quality. Benefiting from their remote 
locations, 10 out of the 18 academies that Ming studied retained a large portion of architectural 
integrity and were restored to their “historical appearances.”16 In addition, more than 50% of the 
buildings were in good condition and had regular maintenance work performed on the wood-
brick structures. Regardless, given the fact that most of the buildings have been in use for over a 
hundred years, they have possibly exceeded their designed lifetimes and require extra structural 
inspection and consolidation. For some academies that have received proper physical 
maintenance work, another issue addressed is that existing illegal buildings within the 
                                                        
12 Yuelu Academy has been extensively studied through books, theses, and dissertations as it represents the 
breathtaking architectural design and excellent academic reputation for over 1,000 years. 
13 Ming Luo, 罗明, "Hunan Qingdai Wenjiao Jianzhu Yanjiu," 湖南清代文教建筑研究, [Hunan Educational 
Architecture in the Qing Dynasty] (PhD diss., Hunan University, 2014), 241-255. 
14 Most of the case-study academies selected from this dissertation have been designated as Major Historical and 
Cultural Sites Protected at either national or provincial levels. 
15 John Delafons, Politics and Preservation: A Policy History of the Built Heritage, 1882-1996 (London: E & FN Spon, 
1997), 201-205. 
16 In China,the  majority of the restoration work follows the principle of “修旧如旧,” which can literally be 
translated to “restore the historical structure to look like its previous condition/ appearance.” 
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construction control areas are incompatible with the site planning of the conservation 
masterplan. Inappropriate uses for some academies may also have caused potential damage to 
the structures. It is worth noting that some of the departments in charge of cultural heritage 
management have very limited knowledge of preservation, and, due to this, the original design 
intentions of a certain number of academies have already been severely compromised and little 
planning for sustainable development and adaptive reuse exists.17 
Case Study Academies 
Case study academies have been selected from the different levels of heritage protection: 
national, provincial, city, and county. The case studies have been selected to allow their 
comparison to reveal differences in conservation and reuse as they may be influenced by the 
level of protection and the proximity or isolation from centers of population. The case studies 
themselves are structured to assess the following characteristics: 
1. The current uses of the Hunan Academies and their relevance to the designated 
significance. 
2. The physical conditions and site management work of the Hunan academies in an attempt 
to understand the current preservation strategies as well as the official assessment of 
their cultural significance.  
3. The synergy of cultural, political, social, and economic aspects that have been involved in 
the decision-making process.  
                                                        
17 For some academies that are protected at the national level, conservation plans are made for different time 
spans, including long-term (20 years), mid-term (10 years), and short-term (5 years). These plans should 
summarize current conditions and address future challenges and development opportunities of academies. 
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Academies visited:  
Academies protected at the national level:18 
 
1. 岳麓书院, Yuelu Academy, Changsha City, first built in 976 (Northern Song dynasty). 
                  
2. 恭城书院, Gongcheng Academy, Tongdao County (Dong Autonomous County), first built 
in 1105 (Northern Song dynasty). 19 
 
3. 城南书院, Chengnan Academy, Changsha City, first built in 1161 (Southern Song dynasty). 
 
4. 渌江书院, Lujiang Academy, Liling County,  first built in 1175 (Southern Song dynasty). 
 
5. 洣泉书院 , Miquan Academy, Yanling County, first built in 1713 (Qing dynasty). The 
Academy was destroyed in 1928 and then restored.20 
 
6. 天岳书院, Tianyue Academy, Pingjiang County, first built in 1720 (Qing dynasty). 
 
7. 东山书院, Dongshan Academy, Xiangxiang County, first built in 1895 (Qing dynasty). 
 
Academies protected at the provincial level: 
 
1. 邺侯书院, Yehou Academy, Nanyue County, Hengyang City, first built during the Tang 
dynasty as Nanyue Academy, and in 1744 (Qing dynasty) renamed Yehou Academy in 
memory of the prime minister Li Mi from Tang dynasty.21 
 
2. 石鼓书院, Shigu Academy, Hengyang City. The Academy was destroyed in 1944 and 
rebuilt in 2006.22 
 
                                                        
18 Many of the academies have been restored and partially rebuilt for several times since their first 
establishments. In order to provide a better sense of history, year is listed as the academy was first built.  
19 Wikipedia s.v. “Kam People”: The Kam a.k.a. Dong (侗族), a Kam–Sui people of southern China, are one of the 
56 ethnic groups officially recognized by the People's Republic of China, accessed March 12, 2017, 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kam_people. 
20 Deng, “Hunan Shuyuan Shigao,” 560. 
21 Ibid., 548.  
22 Ibid., 4, 540. 
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3. 濂溪书院, Lianxi Academy, Rucheng County. Probably built in 1220 (Song Dynasty), last 
rebuilt in 1763 Qing dynasty.23,24 
 
4. 雩江书院, Yujiang Academy, Chaling County, first built in 1816 (Qing dynasty). 
 
5. 崇实书院, Chongshi Academy, Xupu County, first built in 1854 as a clan academy for Wu 
family. 
 
6. 三潭书院, Santan Academy, Fenghuang County, first built in 1874 (Qing dynasty).  
 
Academies protected at the city level: 
 
1. 船山书院, Chuanshan Academy, Hengyang City. First built in 1884, the Academy was 
dismantled in 2016 for reconstruction. 
 
Academies protected at the county level: 
 
1. 集贤书院 , Jixian Academy, Nanyue County. First built in 1522 (Ming dynasty), the 
Academy was converted into a library in 1936. 
 
2. 紫云书院, Ziyun Academy, Nanyue County, first built in 1544 (Ming dynasty). In 1935 the 
Academy was incorporated into Yueyun Middle school. 
 
3. 云头书院, Yuntou Academy, Rucheng County, first built in 1805 (Qing dynasty). 
 
4. 李祠仙根书院, Licixiangen Academy, Hengnan County, probably built during the Qing 
dynasty.25 
 
Current locations of the field visit academies: 
 
                                                        
23 Ibid., 580. 
24 From personal interview with the staff working at Lianxi Academy, the Academy was first built during the Song 
dynasty, about 1220, and officially named as Lianxi in 1554, the Ming dynasty. According to Deng’s book “Hunan 
Shuyuan Shigao,” 855, the Academy was built in 1558 and rebuilt in 1675 and retained the name “Lianxi.” 
25 The original Zhushan Academy was demolished (date unknown) and moved its teaching space into the clan 
house of Li family, today known as Lici Xiangen Academy. The clan temple was built during the Qing dynasty and 
underwent large reconstruction during the late 1990s. Source: Personal interview. 
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Figure 1: Map of Academies Visited in Hunan Province 
 
Locations City Suburban Rural Area 
Name of Academy 
Chengnan Academy Dongshan Academy Gongcheng Academy 
Tianyue Academy Lujiang Academy Chongshi Academy 
Yuelu Academy Miqun Academy Yehou Academy 
Shigu Academy Santan Academy Yujiang Academy 
Jixian Academy Lianxi Academy Yuntou Academy 
Ziyun Academy Chuanshan Academy Licixiangen Academy 
 Mijiang Academy  
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Chapter 1: A History of the Hunan Academies: Philosophy and Architecture 
Chinese academies, which made significant contributions to local and national cultural identities, 
have a history that stretches across 1,400 years. When they first appeared in the Tang dynasty 
(618–906), Chinese academies were places of private study, as well as instruments of the state 
administrative agency, in which they were an indispensable part of cultural life.26 During the Song 
Dynasty (960–1279), the number and influence of the burgeoning academies significantly 
increased.27 Deeply embedded in the political and social context of imperial China, traditional 
academies had their roots in Confucianism’s orthodox feudal thought. In the centuries that 
followed, scholars developed and disseminated Confucianism through academies spread across 
the Chinese empire, especially in Hunan province, which was famed for being the birthplace of 
the prominent Yuelu Academy during the Northern Song dynasty (960–1127). Advanced science 
and technology, along with Western educational systems, were introduced in the late nineteenth 
century and subverted existing Confucian pedagogical methods. Academies were inextricably 
involved in this revolutionary tide, and, in 1901, Emperor Guangxu (1875–1908) issued an edict 
mandating national academy reform, marking the end of the traditional academies’ function as 
imperial schools, and gradually transformed them into modern educational institutes (xuetang).28   
The following decades of the Republican era (1912–1949) rewrote the history of Chinese 
academies both culturally and physically. The wars against invasion during World War II and the 
later civil wars between the Chinese Communist Party and the Nationalist Party (Kuo Min Tang) 
                                                        
26 Private academies were accessible and affordable to the majority of male citizens. Generally speaking, 
academies were self-sustained, and had their own farmlands cultivated by the students.  
27 Wu, “Yuelu Academy,” 156. 
28 Deng, “Hunan Shuyuan Shigao,” 1. 
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provoked widespread social unrest. Many academy sites were affected by the fighting, and 
forced to close or converted into hospitals, warehouses, or temporary strongholds as required 
for military purposes. After the establishment of the People’s Republic of China, academy sites 
that were associated with revolutionary history—especially those with direct relevance to the 
leading figures or historical endeavors of the CCP—have been characterized as Communist 
heritage, preserving the “red memory.” 
 
1.1 The Hunan School and Huxiang Culture 
To investigate the profound impact of the Hunan academies on shaping the reputations of the 
provincial intellectuals and academics, it is critical to study the interrelated trajectories of the 
“Hunan School” and Huxiang culture. The term “Hunan School” (Huxiang Xuepai), refers to 
provincial thought derived from Neo-Confucian philosophy (lixue) in the Song dynasty. Neo-
Confucianism, which had its roots in the Tang dynasty, is an ancient Chinese philosophy that 
attempts to reconcile Confucianism with more rational and secular philosophical theories, rather 
than the “superstitious and mythical elements of Taoism and Buddhism that had influenced 
Confucianism during and after the Han Dynasty.”29 Anguo Hu and Hong Hu (who were father and 
son), are credited by most with founding the “Hunan School,” and it was under their direction 
that neo-Confucian theory was combined with academic curricular practices.30 Formed in the 
Song dynasty (960–1279), Huxiang culture (Huxiang Wenhua) presented a distinct cultural 
phenomenon originating from the southern region of the Dongting Lake area (today known as 
Hunan province) in south central China. “Hu” contains the geographic information of Dongting 
                                                        
29 Blocker, H. Gene; Starling, Christopher L. (2001). Japanese Philosophy. SUNY Press. p. 64. 
30 McMahon, Rethinking the Decline of China’s Qing Dynasty, 37. 
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Lake and “Xiang” symbolizes the mother river “Xiangjiang,” meandering through the natural 
terrain of Hunan province.  
In parallel with the systematized state-run schools (guanxue) during the Song dynasty,31 
the flourishing of private academies reflected the greater spiritual needs of Hunanese literati as 
living conditions improved. Beginning in the Northern Song Dynasty, the cultural prosperity of 
Hunan province steadily built its way to a peak. The widespread adoption of neo-Confucian 
philosophy and the rise of the Hunan academies were two cornerstones that bolstered the 
confidence of local literati in Huxiang culture.32,33  Scholars inspired by neo-Confucianism were 
dedicated to two objectives: optimizing the structure of private academies through both official 
and non-governmental force, and establishing government academies to amend the shortsighted 
civil service examination which predominated in the imperial educational system.34 
In comparison with the Northern Song dynasty, the Southern Song dynasty’s Hunan 
academies were devastated by frequent revolts and rebellion caused by the mismanagement of 
the feudal court. Since the court was grappling with political uncertainty, most of the academies 
established during the Northern Song dynasty remained in ruins for long periods of time following 
wars.35 Confronted with the severe social and economic issues resulting from a lack of morality 
and turbulent riots, neo-Confucians from the Southern Song dynasty advocated for pacification 
policies and the rebuilding of the civil sphere, as well as for justice in the newly formed society. 
                                                        
31 During this time period, state-run schools (developed after the Tang dynasty) or “guanxue” referred to the 
official study places built by and under the direction of local governments in Hunan. 
32 Hanmin Zhu, Hu Xiang Xue Pai Yu Yuelu Shu Yuan (Beijing: Xin hua shu dian Beijing fa xing suo fa xing, 1991), 1. 
33 Deng, “Hunan Shuyuan Shigao,” 60. 
34 Hongbo, Deng, 邓洪波, “理学家与南宋书院的兴起,” [Neo-Confucianism and the Emergence of Academies in 
Southern Song Dynasty], 湖南大学学报(社会科学版), no. 06 (2006): 1. 
35 Yuelu Academy and Xiangxi Academy were two influential academies built during the Northern Song Dynasty. 
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As an important part of the educational system, state-run schools had been an important avenue 
for disseminating Confucianism until the Tang dynasty. However, the stagnancy and 
conventionality of the governmental institutes were no longer compatible with transformations 
in pedagogy.36 
Despite the great efforts that were made to reform the corrupt official government school 
system, neo-Confucians were defeated by ineradicable conservative pedagogy. As they moved 
away from the existing governmental framework, scholars realized that the model of the private 
academies developed in the Tang and Northern Song dynasties were ideal places to launch their 
teaching careers. Usually secluded from cities or towns, private academies allowed scholars to 
engage in studies and contemplation without restrictions and outward distractions. Headmaster 
Zhang Shi instantly fell in love with Yuelu Academy’s distinctive atmosphere, giving lectures to 
his disciples not only for intellectual purposes, but also with the intention of evoking aesthetic 
appreciation of the harmony between nature and humanity. Influenced by his teaching 
methodology, scholars followed the same pattern and launched an academy construction 
movement that lasted for more than a decade.37 
During the Southern Song dynasty, Anguo Hu and Hong Hu were pioneers in exploring the 
integration of neo-Confucian theory and the private academy system. In 1130, Anguo Hu retired 
to Hunan and purchased hillside land on Heng Mountain to build Wending Academy in 1133 
(demolished in 1986), where he cultivated his academic ideas with his students. Taking over from 
his father, Hong Hu further expanded the academy as well as its cultural influence. This 
                                                        
36 Deng, Zhongguo Shu Yuan Shi, 124–25. 
37 Deng, 邓, “理学家与南宋书院的兴起,” [Neo-Confucianism and the Emergence of Academies in Southern Song 
Dynasty], 29. 
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educational movement eventually promoted the development of the Hunan School and a 
flowering of Huxiang culture.38,39  
Contemporary scholars of historical academies have indicated that the Hunan academy 
model was the driving force behind the blooming of Huxiang culture. 40  Yuelu Academy, an 
exemplary representative of the system, has made signal contributions to the evolution of 
Huxiang culture. On the one hand, academic studies and the innovations of the literati elevated 
the theoretical complexity of Huxiang culture, which continued to be a national leader well into 
the nineteenth century. On the other hand, academies as universal educational institutes during 
the later Qing dynasty disseminated the region’s cultural influence further afield, leading to the 
geographical expansion of Huxiang culture.41  
Another salient cultural characteristic of the Hunan academies was the spontaneous style 
of learning they fostered. At the state-run schools (guanxue), the academic atmosphere 
purported to be consistent with the imperial political environment.42 Since they were a part of 
the governmental system, these official schools were oriented to the civil service examination, 
reflecting the political realm. By contrast, private academies granted their instructors’ more 
flexibility and freedom in teaching methods and research topics, and viewed exploring true 
knowledge as the goal of education. 43  Considered from an individual perspective, private 
                                                        
38 Ibid., 30. 
39 Zhang Shi, the headmaster of Yuelu Academy during 1165-1169, was the one of the most influential and 
outstanding disciples of Hong Hu. 
40 Yongming Xiao and Kangyun Gong, 肖永明, 龚抗云, “湖南书院与湖湘文化的发展,” HUXIANG FORUM 16, no. 5 
(2003): 75–76. 
41 Liyan Liu, Red Genesis [Electronic Resource]: The Hunan Normal School and the Creation of Chinese Communism, 
1903-1921 (Albany: State University of New York Press, c2012), 29. 
42 Zhu, Zhongguo de Shu Yuan, 15. 
43 Wu, “Yuelu Academy: Landscape and Gardens of Neo-Confucian Pedagogy,” 156.  
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academies offered the possibility of balancing the literati’s spiritual pursuit of a reclusive lifestyle 
with an outward-looking attitude toward possible careers. Stemming from a vibrant learning 
environment, academic freedom is a common thread running through the ideology of the Hunan 
School.44  
 
1.2 The Architecture of Traditional Chinese Academies 
Each academy has unique architectural characteristics in terms of its natural setting, compound 
layout, landscape design, building technique, and construction material. Nevertheless, there are 
some essential architectural components in the construction of traditional academies. The 
central axis, consisting of the front gate, lecture hall, and library, is the defining feature of 
traditional academies. Alongside the central corridor are usually located the ceremonial hall of 
Confucius, “Hall of Great Completion (大成殿),” the “Hall of Clarifying Human Relations (明伦
堂),” and wings of dormitories (斋舍). The academy building plan was often supplemented with 
other halls of worship, and creeks and ponds meandered through gardens and pavilions. 
The building layout of Hunan academies is guided by the traditions of Chinese 
architecture, following the concept of “Li Yue.” The main buildings are dominated by axial 
symmetry, and interconnected with courtyards and patios, creating an inward-looking complex.45 
A central axis constitutes a sequence of consecutive spaces, commonly three or four, usually 
                                                        
44 Bicheng Hu and Junxiang Ouyang, 胡弼成, 欧阳峻翔, “湖湘文化和书院传统下的湖南高等教育之发展,” "The 
Development of Higher Education in Hunan Province under the Influence of Huxiang Culture and Academy 
Tradition,"大学教育科学, University Education Science, no. 01 (2010): 14–19. 
45 “Li,” regulated social norm and eventually evolved into social stratifications; “Yue,” was based on the concept of 
“Li,” using music to ameliorate social conflicts. 
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delineated with a main gate, lecture hall, worship temple, and library. For those that contain 
more than five spaces (six being the maximum), elements were added, such as a second gate 
and/or a temple where important historical figures could be commemorated. On each side of the 
axis a dining hall, student housing, and other ancillary facilities could be located. Compared to 
the rigid order of the central axis, service structures had more flexibility, and are thus utilized for 
practical purposes. Other pavilions and landscape architecture are adjusted to fit local conditions, 
spreading out more organically. Therefore, the whole architecture is consistent with cultural and 
social environments, prioritizing the hierarchical building components while preserving ingenuity 
in design. 
 
Figure 2: Historical building layout (in 1753) of Lujiang Academy, archival document from the 
academy exhibition. 
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Placed on the central axis, the lecture hall is the essential part of an academy as it is the 
core teaching facility, like a classroom or an auditorium at modern schools. This configuration 
embodies the reverence for educators and their moral integrity embedded in traditional 
education values. A “Study-dorm” accommodates study and living activities for pupils. A 
“Memorial" (for worship and sacrifice), which consists of a palace and temple—analogous in 
some ways to Western churches—is the sacred place for Eastern culture study. 
As mentioned in previous descriptions, Chinese academies vary greatly in terms of 
geographic location. It is inevitable, therefore, that vernacular architecture of a specific region 
will exert an influence on the structure of local academies. Endowed with natural beauty, the 
landscapes of Hunan Province are tranquil and subtle. The Hunan academies were constructed 
as a compatible and integral part of their cultural and social context. Their design concepts were 
extracted from the styles of local residential buildings, and were then developed with the 
language of official architecture. Restricted by the order of feudal architectural hierarchy, most 
academy buildings adopted the form of gabled roof, usually seen as civilian architecture (partly 
for practical reasons: it is fireproof, low-budget, and easy to build), while the hip-and-gable roof 
(歇山)and hip roof (庑殿) could be only used in the residence of higher levels of officers and royal 
buildings.46   
The architectural layout is scattered with patios, connecting individual buildings through 
inner courtyards, and is embellished with serpentine pathways and winding corridors. 
                                                        
46 In Chinese traditional building construction, the hip-and-gable roof (歇山顶) comprise a hip roof that slopes down 
on all four sides and integrates a gable on two opposite sides. It is usually constructed with two large sloping roof 
sections in the front and back respectively, while the two sides are usually constructed with a smaller roof section. 
Hip roof (庑殿顶) was considered as the highest level of the architectural hierarchy. During the Ming and Qing 
dynasties, only royal buildings and Confucius temples/worshipping halls were allowed to adopt. 
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Fenestrations are skillfully crafted and symbolized as frames to capture a series of carefully 
conceived scenic views. Various spaces in the landscape design are rich in level changes and 
create a serene and peaceful environment.  
Traditional academies were considered as a built environment where human cultural 
meaning added another layer to the natural landscape.47 Yuelu Academy, appreciated by scholar 
Zhang Shi, possessed the “sublimity of its landscape and serenity of its architecture.”48 The scenic 
view, valued by neo-Confucian pedagogy, was an integral way of nurturing the moral and 
aesthetical value of literati, and the academic freedom to pursue true knowledge, as opposed to 
the rigid discipline of official schools.49 
The ornament of the Hunan academies can be divided into in two parts: architectural 
elements and inscriptions. Academies are usually treated with simple and unadorned interiors, 
presenting the original structure and features of the materials. Nevertheless, some important 
spaces, like the lecture halls, are covered with chestnut-colored oil paint to emphasize their 
significance. Academy architecture makes liberal use of inscriptions, as they were thought to 
buoy the spirits of the literati. Different materials are used for inscriptions, including horizontal 
wood boards and stone slabs. Most of the academies have inscriptions at their main gates 
(normally couplets) that contain geographical information and philosophical ideas. On the one 
hand, the couplets directly speak to the audiences, revealing the cultural nature of the institution; 
on the other, they are presented as reflections of their cultural origins. 
                                                        
47 Walton, Academies and Society in Southern Sung China, 23. 
48 Wu, “Yeulu Academy,” 159. 
49 Ibid. 
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Figure 3: Two bestowed plagues (left photo) by Emperor Qianlong hanging on the lecture hall of 
Yuelu Academy, honoring its great contributions to the dissemination of neo-Confucianism.  
Figure 4: The couplets “only the land of Chu nurtures the intelligent, [and they] gather here [in 
this academy],”and title plague (right photo) on the main gate of Yuelu Academy.50 
 
1.3 Chapter Conclusion 
Chinese academies have an over thousand-year history of being educational institutions. During 
the imperial period in China, traditional academies served as important study places for literati 
to communicate and develop their academic ideologies. The lectures given by prominent scholars 
nurtured disciples of great neo-Confucian philosophers. Different from the state-run schools 
where students were prepared to serve their future political careers, an academy’s pedagogy 
encouraged students to pursue true knowledge and spontaneous self-learning. As cultural origins, 
the Hunan academies had promoted the integration of neo-Confucianism and had a profound 
influence on the local intellectual community of the Hunan School, and so further facilitated the 
prosperity of Huxiang Culture.  
                                                        
50 Wu, “Yuelu Academy: Landscape and Gardens of Neo-Confucian Pedagogy,” 157.  
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The architectural characteristics of Hunan academies are physical documentation of 
regional styles, adopting different building elements from vernacular architecture. The well-
crafted landscape was intended to create a harmonious atmosphere between humans and 
nature, incorporating aesthetic education into the traditional learning process.  
Based on the cultural significance and architectural merits discussed above, it is 
insufficient to treat Hunan academies merely as architectural sites. Rather they are integrated 
designs of historical structures and landscapes which not only present physical heritage but also 
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Chapter 2 Cultural Relics Protection in Hunan Province 
Heritage conservation in China relies heavily on government policies and relevant 
protection laws and regulations. The Department of Cultural Relics Administration, which is 
under the control of the State Council, oversees the protection of cultural relics throughout the 
country, while various levels of local government are responsible for these protections “in their 
respective administrative jurisdictions.” 51  Preservation carried out in this form is usually 
considered an official or formal (top-down) act.  This is different compared to New York City, 
where there are many public advocacy organizations, and communities actively participate in the 
decision-making process around land use and landmark designation. This bottom-up approach is 
not often employed in China. Public participation in heritage conservation lacks strong legal 
support, and there are insufficient funds and professional guidance to facilitate every step of the 
conservation procedure. More often, informal protection takes place on a small scale at the local 
level, where structures are maintained or upgraded based on the memories of community 
members. Typically, this work is carried out using traditional techniques and regional 
construction experience.52  
Dissecting cultural relics protection laws provides an understanding of the fundamental 
issues and challenging situations faced by heritage conservation in China. It also identifies how 
the laws could be reformed to foster more efficient, accessible, and accurate methods of guiding 
communities through actual conservation efforts.  
                                                        
51 Cultural Relics Protection Law of the People’s Republic of China (2015 Amendment), Article 8. 
52 As mentioned above, due to the lack of professional guidance, these kinds of informal practices always have 
controversial issues regarding to architectural integrity. Modern materials like concrete is often chosen to replace 
the original one (blue brick, natural stone, etc.) and widely used to imitate wooden structural components 
(covered by paints on the outer layer). 
 25  
2.1 Introduction 
China is a country that boasts 7,000 years of unbroken cultural tradition based on 
ingrained societal memory. For very long periods of time, antiques were treated merely as 
physical objects by the public, and mostly valued for their aesthetic impact. Imperial courts 
before the Qing dynasty had no need of or interest in drafting protection laws and regulations 
until the vast foreign invasion of the First Opium War (1840) broke the seclusion policy of the 
Qing state. Westerners looted enormous relics and transported them overseas.53  In the wake of 
this great cultural loss, the Qing Court began to understand the importance of heritage 
conservation. Domestic scholars and officials, stimulated in part by the introduction of Western 
theories of archeology and museology, became increasingly aware of the significance of cultural 
heritage.54 The initial development of cultural relics protection laws commenced during the reign 
of Emperor Xuantong (宣统帝).55  In 1909, the Ministry of Civil Affairs of the Qing Court drafted 
the first law dedicated to heritage protection, Measures on Popularization of the Conservation of 
Antiquities (保存古迹推广办法). It was based on the analyses of charters and conventions from 
international conferences and legal documents enacted in other countries, including France, 
Japan, and Italy.56 However, this new law had very limited influence as its enforcement was made 
                                                        
53 Jian Li, “我国近代文物保护法治化进程研究,” [Research on Legal Process of Cultural Relics Protection in 
Modern China], (PhD diss., Shandong University, 2015), 12-15. 
54 Jian Li, “我国文物保护法治化的发端——论清末《保存古迹法推广办法》及其历史作用,” [The Origin of the 
Legalization of Cultural Relics Protection in China——“Measures to Promote the Preservation of Monuments” in 
the late Qing Dynasty and Its Historical Role],  Journal of Shandong University (2015), 153-160. 
55 Puyi (溥仪) was the last emperor of imperial China,  he ruled as the  Xuantong Emperor from 1908 to 1912 when 
he was forced to abdicate after the success of Xinhai Revolution, even though he was later restored as emperor for 
merely 12 days from July 1 to 12, 1917.  
Wikipedia s.v. “Puyi,” last edited on 23 July 2017, https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Puyi. 
56 Qing Court delegates attended the first and second Hague Conventions in 1899 and 1907.   
Li, “我国文物保护法治化的发端——论清末《保存古迹法推广办法》及其历史作用,” 154-155. 
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difficult by the civil unrest that arose at the beginning of the twentieth century, a period of 
continuous rebellion and revolution that led to the fall of the Qing dynasty.57  
In the new era of the Republic of China (1912–1949), modern theories and practice of 
heritage conservation began to be formalized by the early 1930s.58 Since the establishment of 
the People’s Republic of China in 1949, cultural relics protection has undergone several 
transitional periods. From 1949 to 1965 the national heritage conservation movement was 
rudimentary. The central government adopted a conception of “cultural relics” from previous 
legal documents and enacted a series of temporary laws to protect immovable heritage sites, of 
which 180 were designated Major Historical and Cultural Sites Protected at the National level.59  
The Cultural Revolution (1966–1976) was a devastating blow to the field of preservation, and 
countless heritage sites were destroyed or allowed to decay.  
The implementation of reform and opening-up policies in 1979 encouraged China to make 
more international connections. Influenced by international cultural heritage protection 
practices, the Chinese government gradually shifted its policy to build a legislative framework for 
cultural relics protection. However, in a developing country with the world’s largest population, 
heritage conservation has never been a chief priority in the policy-making process. Rapid urban 
                                                        
57 Chuanji Liu, “民国时期的南京古物保存所” [The Nanjing Antiquities Conservation Institute in Republic China], 
accessed July 17, 2017, http://www.zgdazxw.com.cn/culture/2014-11/18/content_72888.htm. 
58 The Getty Conservation Institute, Principles for the Conservation of Heritage Sites in China, Edited by Neville 
Agnew and Martha Demas (2002), 59. 
http://www.getty.edu/conservation/publications_resources/pdf_publications/pdf/china_prin_heritage_sites.pdf 
The government of the Republic of China ratified the Antiquities Act [古物保存法] on June 7, 1930. It was 
considered the first law to regulate the protection and preservation of cultural heritage in modern China (since 
1912).  
59 Xianhui Liu, “The Legal System of Protection of Cultural Heritage in China: Construction and Development,” 时代
法学 [Law Science] (2013), 36. 
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construction and redevelopment projects have encroached on many heritage sites over the past 
several decades.  
In 1982, the national government enacted the Cultural Relics Protection Law of the 
People’s Republic of China (henceforth the Cultural Relics Protection Law), which addressed the 
essential issues of heritage conservation. This new law incorporated pre-existing legal documents 
and preservation practices in China (mostly related to tangible and immovable cultural relics).  It 
also set forth a guiding philosophy and basic principles for conservation and management work 
at heritage sites. The Cultural Relics Protection Law produced a general legal prototype for a 
series of conservation laws and regulations developed later at the provincial and municipal 
levels.60 In 1985, the National People’s Congress ratified UNESCO’s Convention Concerning the 
Protection of the World Cultural and Natural Heritage, announcing that China had officially joined 
the world on cultural heritage protection, and would begin working with countries and 
organizations at the frontier of preservation.61 
The legislative boom of cultural relics protection began in 2005, when the significance of 
cultural heritage conservation and management work was first recognized by the government. 
The acceleration of legal support for heritage conservation has further improved the legislative 
framework and also led to the development of protections for intangible heritage. Documents 
                                                        
60 The Regulation on the Protection of Cultural Relics in Hunan Province was formulated based on the Cultural 
Relics Protection Law, with almost identical legal contents (both have eight similar chapters) but expressed in a 
more concise way. 
61 Chengde Cultural Heritage Bureau, Hebei Cultural Heritage Bureau, Getty Conservation Institute, Assessment 
Report on Shuxiang Temple, Chengde (2009), 7.  
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and declarations produced by international symposia and conferences have successfully 
integrated the global community’s vision for heritage conservation with local practices.62  
In addition to the legal system discussed above, China initiated a national inventory and 
assessment of significant cultural heritage sites in the 1950s. The National Heritage Site Inventory 
(中国文物普查) is the database for heritage site designations.63 The first survey of national 
heritage sites was conducted in 1956; but, constrained by a lack of experience and 
standardization, it was carried out on a small scale and had no documented statistics. The second 
investigation was undertaken from 1981 to 1985 on a larger scale and with greater rigor. 
However, because of a limited budget and technological difficulties, many heritage sites were 
omitted from the study’s results. The third and most recent National Heritage Site Inventory was 
carried out between April 2007 and December 2011. The inventory has identified more than 
120,000 heritage sites, encompassing sites of ancient culture, ancient tombs, ancient 
architectural structures, cave temples, stone carvings, important historical sites, and typical 
buildings of modern and contemporary times related to major historical events and revolutionary 
movements. 64,65 The inventory represents a summary of existing heritage sites and provides 
potential protection designations for various levels of government. 
 
2.2 Review of Effective Cultural Relics Protection Laws and Regulations in P.R.C.  
 
                                                        
62 2005, Xi’an Declaration on the Conservation of the Setting of Heritage Structures, Sites and Areas. 
2007, Beijing Document on the Protection and Restoration of Historic Buildings in East Asia. 
63 Most of the historical and cultural site designations are selected from the National Heritage Site Inventory by 
local government. 
64 Baidu Baike, s.v. “中国文物普查,” 
https://baike.baidu.com/item/%E4%B8%AD%E5%9B%BD%E6%96%87%E7%89%A9%E6%99%AE%E6%9F%A5. 
65 Cultural Relics Protection Law of the People’s Republic of China (2015 Amendment), Article 2. 
 29  
China’s governance framework established a top-down system that provides legal 
protection to cultural relics of national importance.66 As the cornerstone of current legislation, 
the Cultural Relics Protection Law, along with series of special laws and regulations, 
demonstrates the guiding concepts, basic principles, overall objectives, and common measures 
in the field of preservation.67 Heritage conservation requires complementary engagements in the 
cultural, social, and economic realms. Different government agencies, therefore, must work 
together in order to achieve comprehensive management and protection. 
 
Diagram 2: Governance Framework of Cultural Relics Protection in P.R.C. 
                                                        
66 This kind of protection usually includes research and designation of potential heritage sites, and a 
comprehensive conservation and day-to-day management plan of defined cultural relics. 
67 Mingkang Tong, “Cultural Heritage Conservation in China, Practices and Achievements in the Twenty-First 
Century,” 
http://www.getty.edu/conservation/publications_resources/newsletters/31_1/practices_achievements.html. 
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The State Council oversees the national protection of cultural relics. Local governments 
promulgate by-laws and regulations regarding the implementation of national laws and the 
maintenance of heritage sites. The department of cultural relics administration under the State 
Council (国务院文物行政部门) has the authority to select heritage sites designated at lower 
levels and promote them as major historical and cultural sites protected at the national level, or 
directly designate potential sites of importance under the national level of protection and report 
to the State Council for approval and announcement.68 The State Administration of Cultural 
Heritage (SACH) cooperates with the Ministry of Housing and Urban-Rural Development to 
“protect, supervise, and regulate” world cultural heritage sites as well as national historic cities, 
towns, and villages.69 SACH is also responsible for the administrative enforcement of protection 
laws and the development of museums.70 The local government coordinates the central agencies 
with local branches and is directly responsible for the heritage site management work (the 
protection level of the cultural heritage only corresponds to the administration approval level of 
the government, but does not necessarily determine the executive level). 
This unitary mechanism allows very limited interaction with preservation organizations 
and institutes outside of the governmental system (although the 2000s saw an increase in public-
private partnerships, or PPPs). The effectiveness of cultural relics protection, therefore, hinges 
on government policies and decisions.71    
                                                        
68 Cultural Relics Protection Law of the People’s Republic of China (2015 Amendment), Article 13. 
69 State Administration of Culture Heritage, 
http://english.gov.cn/state_council/2014/10/06/content_281474992893400.htm. 
70 Ibid. 
71 The Getty Conservation Institute, “China Principles,” 
http://www.getty.edu/conservation/our_projects/field_projects/china/development.html. 
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The national protection law officially defines cultural relics that should be protected by 
the state as falling under one of the following five categories: (these categories are different from 
the previous categories identified by the cultural heritage designation) 1) sites of ancient culture, 
tombs, architectural structures, cave temples, stone carvings, and mural paintings; 2) important 
historical sites, material objects, and typical buildings of modern and contemporary times; 3) 
valuable works of art and handicraft articles; 4) important documents as well as manuscripts, 
books, and materials, etc.; 5) typical material objects reflecting the social system, social 
production, or the life of various nationalities.72 These five criteria reflect an overarching principle 
that mandates that the identified cultural relics be representative of historical, artistic, scientific 
and social values from “various historical periods.”73 The criterion exclusively applied to “modern 
and contemporary times” allows for the protection of heritage sites that are associated with 
“revolutionary movements or famous people that are highly memorable,” namely, historical 
events in which the protagonists were Politburo members from the Communist Party of China.74 
However, a depoliticized shift has occurred in the rectification of classification on designated 
cultural relics since 1988. The name “Important Modern and Contemporary Historical Sites and 
Typical Buildings (近现代重要史迹及代表性建筑)” was adopted in the fourth list publicized in 
1996 instead of the former “Revolutionary Sites and Monuments (革命遗址及革命纪念建筑物),” 
which had been used in the first three lists of the Major Historical and Cultural Sites Protected at 
the National Level released in 1961, 1982, and 1988. 
                                                        
72 Cultural Relics Protection Law of the People’s Republic of China (2015 Amendment), Article 2. 
73 Ibid. 
74 Ibid., “Important historical sites, material objects and typical buildings of modern and contemporary times 
related to major historical events, revolutionary movements or famous people that are highly memorable or are of 
great significance for education or for the preservation of historical data.” 
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Breaking down the list further, analysis of the individual academy compounds within 
Hunan Province designated as Major Historical and Cultural Sites Protected at the National Level 
indicates that 6 out of 9 (66.7%) are recognized because of their relationships with revolutionary 
movements and important figures.75 At more local levels, however, only 2 out of 17 (11.8%) 
academies protected at the provincial level are classified by their revolutionary significance, and 
only 1 out of 21 academies (4.8%) has its affiliation with famous revolutionaries at the city/county 
level. It is evident that the historical significance of the revolutionary period (1920s to 1940s) is 
valued particularly highly in the designation process, even though the broader spectrum of the 
academies’ history would benefit from greater awareness and representation and could expand 
their cultural influence and also better educate the general public about their long historical 
significance. 
The artistic value of the academies could be evaluated through architectural significance 
(integrity and authenticity). Academies protected at the national level are usually medium or 
large in size, and all have been professionally conserved and restored.76 The national protection 
law, which emphasizes that the use/alternative reuse of cultural relics should “strengthen the 
propaganda and education of the splendid historical culture and revolutionary traditions of the 
Chinese Nation.”77 In many cases, the former study rooms, lecture halls, and other teaching 
spaces of academies have been converted into exhibition halls and galleries. (The content of 
these displays varies depending on the primary reason the academy was designated). During the 
                                                        
75 The 5 academies are Wenhua Academy, Tianyue Academy, Dongshan Academy, Chengnan Academy and 
Gongcheng Academy. 
76 The restoration work was carried out base on the conservation plan approved by the government. The current 
building compounds of Chengnan Academy were reconstructed in 1968 based on its 1912 plan. 
77 Cultural Relics Protection Law of the People’s Republic of China (2015 Amendment), Article 40. 
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field survey undertaken for this thesis, Gongcheng, Chengnan (1968 reconstruction), and Miquan 
academies have altered their displays and architectural configurations completely to recreate 
their appearances during the revolutionary period. Yuelu and Lujiang academies, designated for 
their profound contribution to the development of neo-Confucianism, have been 
comprehensively studied and meticulously restored in accordance with their historical 
appearances. The majority of study and living spaces in these locations are furnished to present 
the teaching and living scenes in traditional academies.78 It is hard to trace the original conditions 
of these academies at the time of designation (documentation of cultural heritage was not 
systematically established until 1990s), however, the lack of conservation interventions, to some 
extent, has maintained the pristine condition of these academies at lower levels of protection. 
Chongshi Academy has maintained its physical structures and most of its original 
materials since it was first designated in 1989 at the County level.79 A similar situation occurred 
at Santan Academy, an ethnic-minority academy protected at the provincial level. Both 
academies have retained their building layout and structural frames. Even though maintenance 
work has been periodically carried out, material authenticity is not heavily compromised. 
Aesthetically, these buildings represent regional architectural characteristics, and they also 
demonstrate the traditional teaching methods of Chinese academies.  
The social and cultural values of the Hunan academies embody the cultural emergence 
and expansion of the Hunan School, the national synthesis of neo-Confucianism, as well as their 
                                                        
78 With the increasing tourism in Yuelu Academy, some of the former displays have been gradually altered into 
exhibitions of Chinese traditional culture, especially in less important living space. 
79 Chongshi Academy was designated at county level in 1989. In 2011 the academy has been promoted to provincial 
level of protection. The academy stopped functioning as local elementary school in 2008 and the buildings have 
fallen into disrepair. 
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impacts on local communities.  As has been discussed above, it is not the lack of aesthetic value 
or cultural influence that has resulted in the facile interpretation of some of the Hunan academies. 
This lopsided understanding is, indeed, inconsistent with the national protection law, which for 
some academies means that the historical significance of a certain time period overrides all 
others. The law recognizes historical values presented across different time periods, especially in 
the case of academies, where educational traditions nurtured literati communities for hundreds 
of years.  
2.3 Overview of the Hunan Academies 
2.3.1 The Geographic Distribution and Different Types of Hunan Academies  
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Figure 5: Geographic Locations of Hunan Academies. Source: Administration of Cultural Heritage 
of Hunan Province and site visits. 
 
The map above shows the geographic distribution of existing academies in Hunan 
province. It is noteworthy that some of the prefecture-level cities in the southeast and western 
parts of Hunan have relatively high concentrations of academies, while in the north and middle 
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areas the number is significantly lower. Changsha and Zhuzhou, with four and eight academies 
respectively, have been regional economic centers and major transportation hubs for a fairly long 
time. In addition to social factors, certain places, like Hengyang and Chenzhou, which respectively 
were home to seven and six academies, were associated with prestigious headmasters and 
influential academic activities as early as the Northern Song dynasty.80 In addition to intellectual 
and economic geography, Huaihua and Xiangxi Tujia and Miao Autonomous Prefecture, which 
have six and three academies each, are quite unusual as west Hunan was not famous for its 
educational institutions.81 Close observation of this interesting phenomenon sheds light on more 
specific categories (family academies, rural academies, and ethnic-minority academies) of 
Chinese academies, rather than solely seeing them as general places of study. Family academies, 
which are dedicated to educating younger generations of the clan, played a crucial role in 
enhancing the continuous flow of abundance and prosperity at the family level, and also served 
to further influence the greater community.  
In rural areas, where most of the population resided, traditional Chinese societies were 
dominated by agriculture. Two major features of the rural academies were their remote locations 
(away from the city center and its suburbs) and geographic limitations on to student enrollment 
(students were only accepted from villages in the vicinity of the academy).82 With a diverse 
background of culture identities, Hunan has historically been a place where many ethnic 
minorities settled. Since the Yuan dynasty (1271–1368), Miao’s people set a precedent for 
                                                        
80 Walton, Academies and Society in Southern Sung China [Electronic Resource], 91. 
81 Xiangxi is the western frontier of Hunan province and was sparsely inhabited for a long history. Over three 
fourths of its population are ethnic minorities, among of which, Tujia and Miao are two major groups that 
constitute almost two thirds of the total population. 
82 Deng, “Hunan Shuyuan Shigao,” [History of Hunan Academy], 315. 
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establishing ethnic-minority academies. Inspired by the influential Miao, the people of Yao and 
Manchu joined, and expanded the number of academies during the Qing dynasty.83  
Due to the limitations of my field visits, and the comparatively fewer number of 
academies in north Hunan, I only discuss academies located in the east, south, and west parts of 
Hunan in the following sections. 
2.3.2 Academies in East Hunan  
Changsha, the capital of Hunan province, was the location of two provincial level 
academies (the top tier academies directly under the control of central government), Yuelu 
Academy and Chengnan Academy, during the Qing dynasty.84 Zhang Shi, who had been the 
headmaster of both academies, invited Zhu Xi to Yuelu Academy to give joint lectures, which 
fostered cultural development in Hunan province. Chengnan Academy, founded by Zhang Jun 
and Zhang Shi in 1161, was reformed in 1912, becoming Hunan First Normal School, where Mao 
Zedong and many other important figures of the Chinese Communist Party studied.  
   
 Figure 6 (Left): Chengnan Academy, Source:                                          Figure 7:  Yuelu Academy 
http://hngcz.txhn.net/gczgmj_ctjz/201511/t20151111_392850.htm 
                                                        
83 Ibid., 315-319. Miao, Yao, and Manchu are ethnic minority groups live in Hunan province. 
84 Ibid., 332.  
During the Qing dynasty, there were 23 provincial level academies nationwide. However, Chengnan Academy was 
destroyed in late Qing dynasty, and rebuilt in the style adapted from Qingshan School, Japan. 1968 the academy 
was rebuilt again based on the 1912 plan. 
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Zhuzhou, an important transportation hub for central China, presents a variety of types 
of academies. Chaling County, south of the city center of Zhuzhou, was once the educational 
frontier of the Hunan School. Mijiang Academy, which focused on social ethics and moral 
education, represents the large-scale academies which had well-equipped facilities and 
beautifully designed landscapes. Yujiang Academy, an endangered rural academy, is located a 
short distance from the town center of Chaling, and is moderately sized, consisting of classrooms, 
dormitories, and courtyards. Further south of Zhuzhou, the Miquan Academy, which originated 
during the Song dynasty, is characterized by Jiangnan temple-style architecture.85 
   
    Figure 8: Mijiang Academy                Figure 9: Yujiang Academy     Figure 10: Miquan Academy 
2.3.3 Academies in South Hunan 
Anguo and Hong Hu, who pioneered the establishment of the “Hunan Schools,” built the 
Wending Academy in Nanyue, Hengyang around 1033. Later, after the academy had expanded, 
its cultural influence was exemplified the success of local literati. Zhou Dunyi, an official-scholar 
from the Northern Song dynasty, was the headmaster of Lianxi Academy in Rucheng, Chenzhou. 
Wang Fuzhi, who graduated from Shigu Academy, in Hengyang, was a leading philosopher in 
the late Ming dynasty. 
                                                        
85 Jiangnan, is a geographic area in China referring to lands immediately to the south of the lower reaches of the 
Yangtze River. Wikipedia, s.v. “Jiangnan,” last edited on 11 May 2017, https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jiangnan. 
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2.3.4 Academies in West Hunan 
Hunan has traditionally been a place where many ethnic minorities live, and during the 
Yuan dynasty the Miao people established the Rulin Academy, which was the first academy 
specifically designed for ethnic minorities. During the Yuan dynasty, Miao people established 
the first ethnic-minority academy, Rulin Academy. Fenghuang County has been promoted for 
cultural heritage tourism since the late 1990s.86 Unfortunately, due to lack of maintenance and 
funding, one of the Miao academies, Jingxiu Academy, was demolished around the year 2000 to 
facilitate the construction of new tourist attractions. Not far from the county center, Santan 
Academy, another surviving spectacular example of an ethnic-minority academy, is now 
incorporated into a local primary school.  
 
2.4 Characteristics of Designated Hunan Academies  
The seventh list of the Major Historical and Cultural Site Protected at the National Level, 
published in 2013, identified three official categories of designated academies: 1) Important 
Modern and Contemporary Historical Site & Typical Building (近现代重要史迹及代表性建筑); 
2) Ancient Architecture (古建筑); and 3) Archaeological Ruin (古遗址). This classification is based 
on chronological order and physical conditions, however, after teasing out the list, these 
academies could be reorganized according to their official designation titles, which indicates the 
significance of the heritage sites: the revolutionary significance, cultural significance, the 
                                                        
86 The ancient town of Fenghuang was added to the UNESCO World Heritage Tentative List on March 28, 2008 in 
the Cultural category.  
Wikipedia, s.v. “Fenghuang County,” last modified on 22 March 2017, 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fenghuang_County. 
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memorial function, and primary education. Following is a summary of Hunan academies 
designated under each characteristic. 
2.4.1 Revolutionary Historical Sites: 
This group of academies had either been studying or working places where revolutionary 
figures of the Chinese Communist Party resided or sites that had witnessed decisive moments of 
revolutionary history.  
Name of the Academy Revolutionary Historical Narrative 
Chengnan Academy 
Hunan First Normal University 
[湖南省立第一师范旧址] 
Gongcheng Academy 
Former Venue for the “Tongdao Conference” of Red Army, Long 
March (October 1934 – October 1935) 
[中国工农红军长征“通道转兵”会议会址] 
Miquan Academy 
Former Sites of the Uprisings in Southern Hunan  
[湘南起义旧址群: 工农革命军第一军第一师第一团团部旧址] 
Tianyue Academy 
Former Site of the Pingjiang Uprising 
平江起义旧址 
Yujiang Academy 
Former Site of the Lenin Higher Primary School in Chaling County 
茶陵县立列宁高级小学旧址 
 
2.4.2 Cultural Significance: 
This group of academies were designated directly as individual academy sites because of 
their profound cultural influence and distinguishing architectural characteristics. 
Name of the Academy Cultural Narrative 
Yuelu Academy 
Locations for the joint lecture given by Zhang Shi & Zhu Xi, one of 
the “Four Grand Academies” during the Northern Song dynasty 
Lujiang Academy Prominent scholars: Zhu Xi, Wang Yangming, Zuo Zongtang 
Shigu Academy 
One of the “Four Grand Academies” during the Northern Song 
dynasty 
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2.4.3 Memorial:  
This group of academies were constructed in memory of (to worship) important historical 
figures.  
Name of the Academy Historical Figure 
Yehou Academy In memory of the Prime Minister Libi (Tang dynasty) 
Licixiangen Academy The ancestral temple of Li Family 
Lianxi Academy In memory of philosopher Zhou Dunyi from the Song dynasty 
Chuanshan Academy In memory of philosopher Wang Fuzhi the Ming dynasty 
 
2.4.4 Primary Education: 
This group of academies provided primary education to the local community. There are 
different educational levels among academies, for instance, Yuelu and Chengnan Academies 
were intended to pursue higher education, like research institutes. 
Name of the Academy Cultural Narrative 
Chongshi Academy Elementary school of the Wu family 
Santan Academy Primary education for students at Fenghuang County 
Yuntou Academy 
One of the “Four Grand Academies” during the Northern Song 
dynasty 
 
2.5 Chapter Conclusion: 
The governance framework in China is characterized by a top down policy-making process 
in cultural heritage conservation. The groundbreaking Cultural Relics Protection Law only briefly 
demonstrates designation criteria and general preservation principles for cultural heritage sites. 
Given no precise interpretation of the law, the implementation process has been granted great 
autonomy and thus resulted in situations where academies lack proper physical conservation or 
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serve only to accompany and advance political propaganda without recognition of their cultural 
role as centers of education. All too often conservation in China—and that of the academies in 
particular—is more a means to advance a political agenda or achieve an economic goal than an 
end in itself.  
The threat of the loss of the academies or poor interpretation is great. The Hunan 
academies present regional and ethnic diversities. East Hunan, which has the oldest academy 
culture, has seen the establishment of a large number of academies over history, among which 
Shigu and Yuelu Academy were mostly known as the "Four Grand Academies" during the 
Northern Song dynasty. South Hunan had academies where numerous prominent philosophers 
had visited and lectured, laying a foundation for the emergence of Hunan School and the 
prosperity of Huxiang culture. The ethnic-minority academies in West Hunan possessed unique 
architectural features integrated with vernacular architecture, particularly the construction 
components of upturned eaves, stilted wood pillars, and wood carving decorations. These subtle 
and intricately woven features of the significance of the academies should play a central part in 
their interpretation and should guide their physical conservation. 
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Chapter 3 Current Preservation Strategies for Hunan Academies: Case Studies 
 
3.1 Introduction 
This section presents the results of field research carried out at each academy in 2016 
and 2017. Each report addresses the historical significance of the academy within the larger 
historical narrative of the Hunan academies mapped out in the previous chapter, as well as their 
current condition, conservation plan such as it may be, and the opportunities and threats each 
academy confronts. In the course of conducting this research, I have observed that the current 
state of conservation of any individual academy must be understood within the broader cultural, 
political, social, and economic context that has informed and influenced the policy-making 
process. It has also become clear that the academies represent, as a group, a number of 
prevailing use types; these types have had a significant impact on both their physical condition 
and interpretation. Therefore, as a means of further differentiating the academies and isolating 
threats and opportunities, this study divides the academies into subgroups that assist in 
identifying commonalities and differences among the case studies. As we will see, these groups 
are: academies as tourist sites, academies related to the rebirth of traditional educational models, 
and academies still in transition from disuse. 
This chapter begins with a brief consideration of the circumstances of location, social 
context, financial resources, and historical importance that place academies in different 
subgroups. After introducing the subgroups, this chapter turns to individual case studies of 
particular academies. 
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3.1.1 Current State of Conservation of the Academies in Hunan Province 
According to the latest list of designated Hunan academies from the Cultural Heritage 
Bureau of Hunan Province, state and local governments have allocated over 41 million RMB (6.5 
million USD) to the protection of traditional academies since 2007.87 The list only reported the 
public funding assigned to local heritage management, and also serves to indicate the fiscal 
disparities among different levels of heritage protection. Specifically, academies under higher 
levels of protection (at the national and provincial levels) usually take financial priority in the 
government budget and are eligible for funding from multiple sources (including state and local 
governments). To further break down the list, out of 47 registered cultural properties, only 15 (9 
at the national level and 6 at the provincial level) have accurate funding statistics, while the 
financial conditions of 32 remain unclear.88  
As explained in the previous chapter, the state and local governments are key players in 
China’s heritage policies. It is also important to mention that there is no official statement 
regarding conservation strategies, except a few principles briefly described in the Cultural 
Protection Law: 
The principles of focus on protection, giving first place to rescue, reasonable 
utilization, and strengthening the management shall be followed in the work 
concerning cultural relics protection.89 
 
                                                        
87 The list of academies protected as cultural relics in Hunan province, [湖南省书院文物保护单位名单]. Source: 
Cultural Heritage Bureau of Hunan Province, 湖南省文物局.  
Some academies at lower levels of protection may receive fundraising from local community. 
88 The list of academies protected as cultural relics in Hunan province. Source: Cultural Heritage Bureau of Hunan 
Province.  
Not all 47 cultural properties are designated under names of individual academy, some are larger building 
compounds that incorporate academies. 
89 Cultural Relics Protection Law of the People’s Republic of China (2015 Amendment), Article 4. 
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Loose interpretations of the law and obscure, convoluted decision-making processes have 
vested too much autonomy in individual site managers. During the site visits done for this thesis 
(between December 2016 and January 2017), several academies were in vastly different states 
of preservation (compared to those both at the same level and across levels). However, after 
analyzing physical conditions and the conservation programs of the individual academies, the 
current preservation strategies can be categorized into three overarching programmatic and 
thematic group, with particular purposes: 1) tourism, 2) sites for the revival of national studies, 
3) in transition (this refers to academies that currently serve no specific purposes).  
The two groups of academies which are or aim to become tourist sites encompass two 
types of heritage sites. They possess the potential to become either regular cultural tourist sites 
or sites for “red tourism,” intended to promote revolutionary history. The second category has 
been inspired by the recent revival of national studies which encourage academies to incorporate 
traditional cultural programs into their functions, reflecting the educational nature and influence 
of these heritage sites. Finally, the transitional sites are those which are not currently being 
actively conserved and which may or may not have conservation plans and funding in place. 
Generally, this group includes the academies at greatest risk but also those with the greatest 
potential for improvement.  
What follows are the case studies as they break down according to these groups. 
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Diagram 3: The categorization structure of Current Preservation Strategies 
 
3.2 Academies Associated with Tourism 
Efforts to increase cultural tourism related to the Hunan academies have branched into 
two distinct but closely related trajectories: 1) redevelopment: targeting dilapidated or 
demolished academy buildings and blighted neighborhoods to revitalize the area with economic 
growth and 2) red tourism: a state promotion of heritage sites associated with the revolutionary 
history of the Chinese Communist Party (CCP), where sites are commemorated as old 
revolutionary bases (革命老区).  
Both strategies aim to cultivate the recognition of cultural identities generated in 
different time periods and to utilize heritage resources to improve the social and economic 
conditions of relatively remote areas. The first approach usually incorporates the redesign and 
reconstruction of historical structures that were destroyed or are in disrepair, while the latter is 






National Studies In Transition
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3.2.1 Tourism Type 1: Academies and Cultural Tourism 
Although the redevelopment of academies and their surroundings for sightseeing 
purpose is likely to be driven by a desire for profit, it is undeniable, that to some extent these 
newly rebuilt academies have had a positive influence on local communities by attracting out-of-
town visitors from who provide monetary, and—merely by their interest and engagement with 
communities often overlooked—emotional support. Culturally, most of the academies had a 
profound influence on the development of the Hunan School and were fundamental to the 
dissemination of Huxiang culture. The reinterpretation of cultural and historical significance is 
reflected in the kinds of exhibition and display inside each academy.  
Politically, local and provincial governments want to promote traditional and regional 
cultural identities to boost cultural confidence. The government’s redevelopment proposals are 
intended to weave historical sites into current social and political contexts. While the preliminary 
plan is reviewed by the panel selected for each specific project, the masterplan is authorized by 
government administrators within the cultural heritage and urban planning departments. 
Economically, the redevelopment of existing heritage sites promotes the accessibility of 
the academies. The increased flow of visitors will hopefully stimulate local economic growth and 
further offset the cost of regular maintenance work. Increased accessibility brings more visitors 
to the proposed areas who will gain more insight into the culture of the Hunan academies. 
3.2.1.1 Lujiang Academy 
History: The Lujiang academy was initially built in 1753 (during the Qing dynasty), under 
the regime of Emperor Qianlong. However, the academy’s name was inherited from the former 
official school (run by the local government), Lujiang Xuegong (渌江学宫), which originated as 
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early as 1175, during the Song dynasty. In 1829, the academy relocated to its current site at Liling 
County, one of many counties under the jurisdiction of the City of Zhuzhou. The original building 
compound consisted of the front gate, lecture hall, and six rows of rooms for study and living 
activities. In 1903, the academy was reconstructed and transformed from a traditional academy 
into a “modern” middle school (中学堂) over the following two years. As with many other 
suburban academies during the war, Lujiang Academy was temporarily occupied by a school 
(elementary and middle school) which had been transferred from near the front lines. In 1982, 
the local government (it is unclear whether it was the city or county government) initiated and 
funded the overall restoration of the main buildings at the academy site and opened exhibition 
space to the public since the former academy’s incorporation into Liling First Middle School in 
1951.90 Lujiang Academy was first designated in 1986 at the provincial level of protection, and 
upgraded to the major historical and cultural site protection at the national level in 2013. 
The educational tradition of Lujiang Academy cultivated a local intellectual community in 
eastern Hunan. Prior to the early headmaster Zuo Zongtang, an extraordinary military leader of 
the late Qing dynasty, Zhu Xi, the prestigious Song dynasty neo-Confucian philosopher, lectured 
twice at the former Lujiang Xuegong, and met with the scholar Zhang Shi before they gave their 
most well-known joint lectures at the Yuelu Academy.91  
Current Condition: The restored academy complex preserved the historical building layout 
from the Qing dynasty, which comprised a Panchi (泮池, a half circle pond in front of the academy 
                                                        
90 Deng, Hunan Shuyuan Shigao [The historical documentation of Hunan Academies], 454-455. 
91 Lujiang Academy, https://baike.baidu.com/item/%E6%B8%8C%E6%B1%9F%E4%B9%A6%E9%99%A2, accessed 
January, 2018. 
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gate), front gate, lecture hall, and Confucian worship hall. These constituted the spatial sequence 
located on the central axis, and enclosed small courtyards and patios in between the structures. 
The academy’s library, in the west wing flanking dormitories and study rooms of, differs in its 
location from the traditional arrangement, in which the library was often placed on the central 
axis. The greater part of the academy buildings is intact and many retain their original wood 
structure. Reconstruction took place on the eastern wing during the Republican era and adopted 
the same architectural style and material. Embellished with pavilions and platforms, the 
landscape design of Lujiang Academy has been shaped to echo with the West Mountain, which 
rises in the distance, and with the watercourse running in front of the site. 
   
Figure 11(Left): restored original dormitories (wood structure)   
Figure 12 (Right): rebuilt west side wing in bricks 
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Figure 13: Restored lecture hall                                 Figure 14: Restored library building 
   
Figure 15 (Left): the courtyard between the original academy building and reconstructed west 
wing.  
Figure 16 (Right): the Confucius Status inside the worship hall. 
 
Current Conservation Plan:  
  
Figure 17: Conservation Demarcation of the Lujiang Academy 
Source: 清华同衡规划设计研究院. http://www.upnews.cn/archives/29112 
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Figure 18: Project Master Plan of the Lujiang Academy  
Source: 清华同衡规划设计研究院. http://www.upnews.cn/archives/29112 
 
In 2015, the Liling government partnered with the cultural heritage center of Qinghua’s 
planning institute to launch the redevelopment Lujiang Academy and its surroundings. The 
comprehensive assessment and design document includes a physical conservation plan for the 
buildings, environmental improvements to be made to the academy site and its surroundings, 
plans for new construction and landscape design, as well as implementation and management 
procedures.92 The exhibition on the historical development of academy culture was curated by a 
prominent scholar from Hunan University who specializes in the study of Chinese traditional 
academies.93 The architectural restoration plan referenced the academy’s historical period of 
                                                        
92 Interview with Liling government official who oversees the redevelopment project of the Lujiang Academy, 
January 2017. 
93 The exhibition contents were prepared by Professor Hongbo Deng from Hunan University. Personal interview, 
January 2017. 
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great prosperity, and aims to reproduce vistas that take in surrounding features, like the 
mountain and river, that are representative of a harmonious natural environment. The plan also 
proposes to demolish structures that have no cultural or historical relevance to the academy site. 
The first phase (completed in the early months of 2017) proposed 14.3 acres of 
construction, including the restoration of historical structures, amounting to 4604 m2  in total. 
The main reconstruction components consist of a tourist center, Wuxian Hall, memorial gateway, 
pavilions, and other landscape architecture. The second phase expands the original site, adding 
new structures to the academy to attract and accommodate more visitors.  
Like a house museum, former classrooms and dormitories have been converted into 
exhibition space that features physical displays and still images with narrative. Within the 
planned construction area, new open space and other infrastructure facilities will provide 
recreation venues for the local community. As a cultural resource, aside from the tourism 
developments, the local government has incorporated further educational programs promoting 
the academy space as a traditional learning place, holding public lectures, temporary art 
performances, and exhibitions (in cooperation with local art associations). 
Opportunities and Threats: The project design phase has followed strict legal 
requirements on heritage conservation, identified the historical structures that need to be 
preserved, demarcated different conservation areas, and drawn the boundaries of the new 
construction site. The exhibition represents the historical significance and architectural integrity 
of the academy thoroughly. The reopening of the academy in January 2017 marked the beginning 
of its new chapter, celebrating its transformation from a traditional academy into a modern 
museum, and continued to benefit and educate the local community. 
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3.2.1.2 Mijiang Academy 
History: Chaling is a small and remote county in the City of Zhuzhou. Its remarkable 
regional education history is nonetheless evidenced by the number of academies that were 
established and the stature of the intellectual elite who graduated from these institutes. The 
academy culture of Chaling took root in the Song dynasty, and grew to its pinnacle in the Qing 
dynasty.94  
An outstanding example of the Chaling academies, Mijiang Academy was initially 
constructed during the Ming dynasty (1504) by a local governor. The following three centuries 
witnessed several relocations and reconstructions (though the official title of the academy and 
important buildings inside were retained) until the extant academy was completed in 1849. The 
building layout consisted of the front gate, lecture hall, library, Confucian temple, headmaster 
room, Chongdao Temple, and other rooms for student housing and study.95 In 1902, the academy 
was reformed as a public primary school (xuetang), and in 1952 was renamed Chaling No.1 
Middle School. It suffered physical damage during the Great Leap Forward and Cultural 
Revolution. The previous traditional architecture complex was completely demolished in 1982 
and replaced by modern school buildings. 
Current Condition: Increasing public support for the restoration of the Mijiang Academy 
eventually resulted in Chaling County’s reconstruction project, launched in 2010. The 
architectural design was commissioned from a preservation professor at Hunan University, 
                                                        
94 Hanming Zhu and Weiguo Yang, “Chaling shu yuan de fa zhan te dian” 茶陵书院的发展特点 [The 
Characteristics of the Development of Chaling Academies], Journal of Hunan University Social Sciences, Vol 20. No. 
6, November 2006, 44-48. 
95 Deng, “Hunan Shuyuan Shigao,” [The historical documentation of Hunan Academies] 469-470. 
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following the principle of “restoring the historical structure to look like its previous condition/ 
appearance (修旧如旧 ).” The archeological excavation uncovered the original building 
foundations and their spatial arrangement on the proposed 1.25 acre reconstruction site.96  
Completed in 2012, the central axis proceeds as it might have during the Qing dynasty 
(though without the Grand Hall): the front gate, lecture hall, and library (shown as the red dash 
lines in the graphic). On each side of the axis, ancillary buildings are placed near to the locations 
illustrated in the historical plan of Qing dynasty. Three buildings that had existed since the 
foundation of the Mijiang Academy (Ming dynasty) “Zhujing (主敬),” ”Xingshu (行恕),” and 
“Xiude (修得),” are open for four thematic exhibitions on the history and academy culture of 
Chaling County. 
 
Figure 19 (Left): The architectural compound layout during the Qing dynasty.  
Figure 20 (Right): The reconstruction plan completed in 2012. 
                                                        
96 Personal interview with Professor Su Liu on his design of the Mijiang Aacdemy in January 2017. 
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Figure 21 (Left): The Library building of Mijiang Academy                 
Figure 22 (Right): The landscape architecture and courtyard of Mijiang Academy 
 
Current Conservation Plan: Since the current academy buildings are new constructions, 
the site has not been designated as a heritage site at any level. Despite the fact that Mijiang 
Academy has been redeveloped as a tourist site, the library is open to school faculty and students 
as a part of the teaching facilities at First Middle School of Chaling. The lecture hall hosts cultural 
activities (mainly lectures and art exhibitions) that are open to the public (at the time of writing, 
Mijiang Academy has held 13 public lectures). 
   
Figure 23 (Left): The first lecture held in Mijiang Academy for local middle school students. 
Photo credit: 茶陵县文明办 [Civilization Office of the Chaling County]. 97  
                                                        
97 Xiaogang, Peng, and Nasi, Huang. "株洲茶陵县洣江书院大讲堂 2017年第一期开讲," 
http://hnzz.wenming.cn/wh/201703/t20170316_3164458.htm. 
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Figure 24 (Right): The exhibition room and display inside the Mijiang Academy 
 
Opportunities and Threats: Mijiang Academy is different from other heritage sites that 
have been promoted with an eye toward cultural tourism because it was demolished completely 
in the past. However, the reconstruction project, urged on by the local community, has made 
huge progress in its allowance of public participation during the decision-making process. While 
the newly constructed site is able to accommodate various cultural programs for the local 
communities as well as visitors from elsewhere, the buildings themselves should not be confused 
with restored historical structures.  
3.2.1.3 Chuanshan Academy    
History: Chuanshan Academy originated during the Qing dynasty (1884), when it was 
founded in memory of the eminent neo-Confucian philosopher Wang Fuzhi (pseudonym: 
Chuanshan) of the late Ming and early Qing dynasties. The dedication of the academy to 
Chuanshan pays homage to his influential role in developing the philosophy of the Hunan school 
and to bolstering the reputation of Hengyang scholars. In 1885, the academy was relocated to its 
current location on Dongzhou Island, Hengyang City, the birthplace of Wang Fuzhi. In 1915, in 
compliance with the traditional academy reform edict, Chuanshan Academy experienced a series 
of changes in its form and name, becoming Chuanshan School of National Studies (船山国学院) 
in 1922, Chuanshan Liberal Art College (船山文科大学) in 1925, and Chuanshan Middle School 
in 1926 (船山中学 ). 98  The government of Hengyang designated Chuanshan Academy as a 
heritage site protected at the city level in 1983. 
                                                        
98 Deng, Hunan Shuyuan Shigao [The historical documentation of Hunan Academies], 547. 
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Current Condition:  
  
Figure 25 (Left) and Figure 26 (Right): The construction site in January 2017, salvaged material 
stacked between two academy buildings, mainly blue bricks dismantled from the original 
academy buildings.  
 
During the January 2017 field visit the academy site was undergoing construction work, 
and the original buildings had been dismantled due to their instability and heavily deteriorated 
materials. According to the officer from Hengyang’s cultural heritage bureau, the new buildings 
would reuse salvaged material.99 The project incorporates redesign and reconstruction methods; 
however, the master plan has some contradictions compared to the layout of the historical 
compound. On the central axis, where the most important and sacred buildings of the academy 
should be located, a two-story tourist center and lecture hall addition was proposed. Of course, 
this building did not exist in the previous academy complex nor does it conform to traditional 
architectural conventions as the grand hip-and-gable roof would block the viewshed of buildings 
standing behind. In terms of the front gate, it presents no specific architectural form and is 
inconsistent with other buildings that were constructed in the style of the Republican era. 
                                                        
99 Personal interview with the officer from the Cultural Heritage Bureau of Hengyang, and contractor on site. 
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Figure 27 (Left) and Figure 28 (Right): The main entrance and buildings of Chuanshan Academy 




Figure 29 (Left): the finished academy complex in 2018. Photo Credit to Meng Luo.  
Figure 30 (Right): The newly constructed entrance and building of tourist center and lecture hall. 
Photo Credit to RedNet.cn 
 
Current Conservation Plan: In 2014, the city government of Hengyang commenced the 
revitalization project of Dongzhou Island, aiming to restore its cultural and natural landscape, 
and promoting cultural tourism to further boost regional economic growth. Being a part of the 
larger site, Chuanshan Academy is considered a cultural landmark, and will exhibit the academic 
achievements and personal life of philosopher Wang Fuzhi as well as the historical development 
of Chuanshan Academy. 
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Figure 31: Rendering of the redevelopment of Dongzhou Island and the current location of 
Chuanshan Academy. Source: 衡阳市湘江水利投资开发有限公司. 
 
Figure 32: Reconstruction rendering, red circle shows the new addition of tourist center and 
lecture hall. Source: 衡阳市湘江水利投资开发有限公司. 
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Opportunities and Threats: The redevelopment of Dongzhou Island has provided 
opportunities for cultural tourism and managed to “restore” the academy complex; however, 
this project prioritizes an entertaining experience for visitors rather than the upkeep of historical 
structures. As a designated cultural heritage site, Chuanshan Academy was reconstructed in its 
original location, even though the building layout was modified without any concrete evidence. 
Also, the rationale that surviving buildings should be destroyed because salvaged material would 
be reused to reconstruct other buildings is prohibited by the cultural relics protection law, which 
stipulates that unmovable cultural relics must be kept in their original state during any repairs, 
maintenance, or removal activities.100 
3.2.1.5 SWOT Analysis of Tourism Type 1 Academies: Cultural Tourism 
Strengths: 
• The redevelopment promotes the accessibility of exiting academies, attracting more 
people to visit and further improve local economic condition 
• Have a relatively integral site design incorporating academies and their surroundings, and 
illustrate the future plans for development. 
• All the reconstruction projects were carried out on the original locations. 
 
Weaknesses: 








• Over promotion of tourism may cause damage to the academies. 
• Fake “traditional Chinese architecture” may compromise architectural integrity and 
material authenticity. 
                                                        
100 Cultural Relics Protection Law of the People’s Republic of China (2015 Amendment), Article 21. 
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Conclusion:  
This strategy reflects the increasing government awareness of the importance of 
preserving academy sites and further utilizing them as tourism resources. By promoting cultural 
tourism, the overall redevelopment project incorporates the physical conservation of historical 
structures, either through restoration or reconstruction. Ideally, the income from cultural 
tourism would be sufficient to support future maintenance and management of the heritage sites. 
It is also important to engage and consult preservation experts and institutes in the early stages 
of the project, producing strategical conservation protocols which will effectively guide the 
following implementation process.  
The interpretation of academies’ cultural and historical significance usually takes the 
reified form of history: traditional exhibitions of static images, objects, and narrative 
texts/demonstrations. Nonetheless, some of the academies started seeking interactive ways to 
communicate with contemporary audiences, even though these initiatives at most of the sites 
are in the rudimentary stages. Mijiang Academy, for instance, has played several roles as a library 
to the middle school, tourist site to visitors, and cultural facility to the local community. 
Chuanshan Academy, by contrast, has been developed as a cultural statement, more a larger site 
of conventional tourism rather than an educational institution.  
Besides the opportunities discussed above, the implementation process has exposed 
issues that should be taken into consideration for the future conservation plan of the Hunan 
academies. One of the major concerns is how to retain their architectural integrity. A preventive 
measure that would work effectively for all the projects involving redesign 
treatment/intervention would be to conduct comprehensive archival/historical study (with 
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archeological excavation if necessary) at the early stage of conservation planning, so avoiding the 
spread of artificial “traditional Chinese architecture.”  
3.2.2 Tourism Type 2: Academies and Red Tourism 
As a phenomenon of cultural tourism, red tourism started to boom in late 2004 when the 
general offices of the State Council and the Central Committee issued an outline that officially 
promoted red tourism nationwide and affirmed its importance to patriotic education (爱国主义
教育 ), cultivating national spirit, and spurring economic growth in rural areas (former 
revolutionary bases). 101  The outline explicitly stated that the profound social, cultural, and 
economic benefits of developing red tourism were the following: (1) enhancing and improving 
patriotic education in the post-revolutionary era, (2) protecting and utilizing revolutionary 
heritage as a cultural resource, (3) leading and coordinating the economic and social 
developments of old revolutionary bases, and (4) exploiting new tourism growth points.102 
The first phase of the promotion plan (2004–2007) saw the establishment of 12 major 
tourist areas, 30 tourist routes, and 100 classic sites, all of which constituted a national network 
of red sites centered on old revolutionary bases. The second phase (2008–2010) was committed 
to infrastructure construction at red tourist sites and to further stimulating the comprehensive 
development of red tourism.103 As a pedagogical strategy, red tourism is underpinned by the 
CCP’s political ideology, which strives to bridge the gap between the revolutionary past and 
                                                        
101 Kirk A, Denton, “Revolutionary Memory and National Landscape,” Exhibiting the Past, 219. 
102 Ibid. 
  2004-2010 National Red Tourism Development Planning Outline, [2004-2010 年全国红色旅游发展规划纲要], 1-
3.  
103 2004-2010 National Red Tourism Development Planning Outline, [2004-2010 年全国红色旅游发展规划纲要], 
6. 
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contemporary audiences, particularly younger generations, who have neither experienced nor 
obtained a thorough understanding of revolutionary history.  
Hunan province is one of the most famous “red provinces” in China, where many 
revolutionary bases were located in support of the CCP’s military strategies. The cultural relics 
protection law recognizes the significance of revolutionary heritage as it has great influence on 
“conducting education in patriotism and revolutionary tradition, and building the socialist 
spiritual and material civilization.” 104  The designated “communist heritage sites” are 
representative of the historical and cultural significance of the Chinese Communist Party, and 
curated to deliver the propaganda of revolutionary spirit. In response to the state policy on red 
tourism, the tourist bureau in Hunan has bundled together three major districts near the city of 
Changsha and promoted them as the “Golden Triangle,” where some of the key destinations in 
the revolutionary tourism circuit are located.105 
By 2017, there were 14 historical places in Hunan registered as “national classic red 
tourist sites,”106 half of which are academies (Chengnan, Wenhua, Yuelu, Tianyue, Dongshan, 
Gongcheng, and Miquan) associated with key moments in revolutionary history or the earlier 
lives of important revolutionary figures such as Mao Zedong, Peng Dehuai, and many others. 
3.2.2.1 Gongcheng Academy 
History: Gongcheng (cheng means city in Chinese) Academy is located in Tongdao 
Autonomous County of Huaihuai, an ethnic-minority city in southern Hunan Province. As with 
                                                        
104 Cultural Relics Protection Law of the People’s Republic of China (2015 Amendment), Article 1. 
105 Denton, Exhibiting the Past, 217. 
106 NDRC(National Development and Reform Commission), Inventory of the National Classic Red Tourist Sites [全国
红色旅游经典景区名录], http://www.ndrc.gov.cn/zcfb/zcfbtz/201612/W020170418546105351135.pdf, accessed 
March, 2016. According to the inventory, there are 300 national classic red tourist sites in total. 
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many academies which trace their origins back to the Song dynasty, Luomeng Academy (built in 
1105), named after the mountain encircling the site, was the precursor to Gongcheng Academy. 
Unfortunately, the whole building complex was later destroyed by fire at an unknown date. In 
1792, the current academy was reconstructed on the original site of Luomeng Academy, and 
named “Gongcheng” in reference to its location in the vicinity of Gong River and old city center 
of Tongdao County.   
In 1912, the academy was converted into the campus of the Normal High School of Tongdao 
County (通道县立高等模范学校), becoming the highest level of educational institution in the 
county at that time. Being the largest in scale and most intact in architecture in the Dong 
Autonomous area, Gongcheng Academy has provided valuable physical material to the study of 
educational development in western Hunan (Xinagxi). From December 1930 to December 1934, 
three red army contingents were stationed at Tongdao County, and the leaders of CCP convened 
the emergency “Tongdao Meeting” inside the academy, considered a milestone in the 
revolution’s history.  In 1993 and 1999, respectively, the academy was designated at the county 
and city levels of protection. In 2002, it was upgraded to the provincial level of protection, and 
became a national major historical and cultural site in 2013, in large part because it was the venue 
for the “Tongdao Meeting.” 
Current Condition: In 2004, the provincial government funded a thorough restoration 
project of the main building structures, and an additional emergency project in 2008 due to 
severe ice damage. The academy complex is now in fairly good condition. Although the physical 
structure has undergone several phases of restoration (chiefly regular maintenance work 
required by almost every ancient wooden structure), the academy is considered the largest and 
 65  
rarest intact ethnic-minority (Dong) academy preserved without compromised architectural 
integrity in the West Hunan region.  
Accessed by a steep staircase, Gongcheng Academy is a two-story wooden structure with 
six small courtyards connected by a central corridor, which leads to the lecture hall located at the 
end of spatial sequence. The form of the buildings reflects a classic arrangement with three wings 
of dormitories that are placed symmetrically on the two sides of the central hallway. The 
architectural structure and components (especially the upturned eaves and wood carving 
decorations on the windows) were integrated as ethnic-minority features.  
   
Figure 33 (Left): The main entrance of the Gongcheng Academy 
Figure 34 (Right): The courtyards and central hallway  
 
Currently, the first floor is the only area open to the public. Gongcheng Academy’s history 
exhibition was entirely arranged in accordance with the illustration panel presented at the main 
entrance. The physical display in former classrooms recreates the setting of the temporary base 
where the red army was stationed. Although a brief description of the historical narrative of 
Gongcheng Academy is presented on a placard that stands near the Confucius statue in the 
lecture hall, the whole exhibition was designed to unfold, in great detail, the historical moment 
of the “Tongdao Meeting,” convened on December 12, 1934.  
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Figure 35: The display panel illustrates the building layout of the academy, with the names of 
rooms as when they were functioned during the revolutionary period. 
 
   
Figure 36: The display of revolutionary history inside a former classroom.            
Figure 37: The lecture Hall. 
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Current Conservation Plan: The conservation master plan has a number of 
recommendations for heritage conservation and site management: 1. Enhance the conservation 
work on historical buildings, exploit the potential for developing the academy as a site for red 
tourism and patriotic education 2. Redesign the exhibition contents and improve the physical 
display to better reproduce the historical moment of the “Tongdao Meeting.” 3. Cooperate and 
connect with revolutionary sites in Guangxi Province to extend the extant red tourism route. 4. 
Propose to build a Red Army Slogan Museum (红军标语博物馆) near the academy site, to 
enlarge the revolutionary significance of Gongcheng Academy. 
 
Figure 38: The conservation (within the red boundary) and construction control area (within the 
orange boundary). Source: 湖南省文物局 , The Cultural Heritage Administration of Hunan 
Province, 2009.  
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Opportunities and Threats: Designated as a revolutionary heritage site, Gongcheng 
Academy has received effective physical conservation and sufficient funding for both site 
management and future development. The significance of educational development in an ethnic-
minority region and the related distinct architectural characteristics of the academy have been 
overlooked because Gongcheng Academy’s importance has been interpreted as resting solely on 
it having been the venue for the “Tongdao Meeting.” 
3.2.2.2 Tianyue Academy 
History: Located in Pingjiang County in East Hunan, the extant Tianyue Academy was built 
in 1867 (Qing dynasty). The scale of its building and its layout are similar to the Yuelu and 
Chengnan Academies in Changsha. In 1903 Tianyue Academy was transformed into a local 
primary school. In 1928, General Peng Dehuai led the Pingjiang Uprising on the extant academy 
site. In 2013, the academy was designated a Major Historical and Cultural Site Protected at the 
National Level. 
Current Condition: The conservation master plan documented an inventory of historical 
structures including: the lecture hall, Great Completion Hall (dedicated to Confucius), 
hallway/entrance hall, dormitories and classrooms, refectory and other ancillary buildings, and 
temples of worship. The majority of the complex remains intact and buildings are in good 
condition. The symmetrical compound layout comprises a center courtyard enclosed by the front 
gate, two rows of dormitories on each side, and the lecture hall at the end, which connects to 
the Great Completion Hall. The architectural form includes vernacular details typical of buildings 
in East Hunan, and has remained authentic to the late Qing dynasty. 
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Figure 39(Left):  The Main Entrance of the Tianyue Academy.   
Figure 40 (Right): A row of rooms inside Tianyue Academy. 
Figure 41: The center courtyard Tianyue Academy    Figure 42: Lecture hall of Tianyue Academy 
 
Current Conservation Plan: The conservation master plan has meticulously documented 
the construction methods of each building component. According to the conservation plan for 
the Tianyue Academy, the evaluation of historical significance includes 1) memorializing the 1928 
Pingjiang Uprising under the leadership of general Peng Dehuai and other important CCP figures; 
2) retaining the building components which have remained largely intact and are representative 
of academies during the Qing dynasty, particularly the compound’s layout, decoration and 
construction styles; 3) recalling that Tianyue Academy had witnessed the end of the imperial 
educational system and later became the First Middle School of Pingjing County (平江县一中). 
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The most recent version of the conservation masterplan includes three different implementation 
phases: short-term (2016–2020), mid-term (2021–2025), and long-term (2026–2030). 
Opportunities and Threats: Although promoted as a red tourist site in memory of General 
Peng Dehuai and the Pingjiang Uprising (under his leadership), the academy has recently taken 
part in the revival of national studies. A wooden plaque was placed next to the front gate, 
“Guoxue Tianyue (the national study of Tianyue Academy),” suggesting the academy’s 
educational history. This sort of acknowledgement might be a way for many traditional museums 
to break the ossified, scripted presentation of the past, and to seek to establish an interactive 
relationship between historical narratives and their viewers. 
3.2.2.3 Yujiang Academy  
History: The construction of Yujiang Academy was advocated in 1816 by aristocrats from 
Chaling County (where Mijiang Academy is also located). The original layout of the building 
compound was in the order of front gate, central lecture hall, rear faculty housing, and student 
dormitories on two side wings.107  In 1931, the academy was renamed the Lenin Higher Primary 
School of Chaling County (茶陵县立列宁高级小学校) and led by the local Soviet government. In 
1933 the school was forced to close due the anti-suppression failure of the red army. The CCP 
leader Hu Yaobang (chairman of the PRC from 1981 to 1982) visited the academy site in 1956 and 
inscribed the name “Lenin School (列宁学校),” which has remained till today.108 In 1984 the 
                                                        
107 Deng, Hunan Shuyuan Shigao [The historical documentation of Hunan Academies], 472. 
108 Yimin Zou, “走进茶陵那些书院：这座古城最深厚的文化底蕴,” Zhuzhou Daily, 
http://hunan.voc.com.cn/xhn/article/201609/201609302039141987.html, accessed May 2018. 
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Zhuzhou government designated the academy, offering it protection at city level. In 2006 it 
acquired designation at the provincial level for its revolutionary significance. 
Current Condition: Relatively small in size, the compact layout of Yujiang Academy does 
not leave much courtyard space in between buildings. Despite the concerning situation of several 
unstable and heavily dilapidated structures, the building complex as a whole remains intact and 
some of the decorations are still vibrantly colored (Figure 44). A portrait of Lenin hangs in the 
grand hall, with former dormitories flanking both sides.  
   
Figure 43 (Left): Warning sign on the exterior wall: Dangerous, Keep Off.   
Figure 44 (Right): Polychrome wood decorations beneath the roof structure. 
 
The exterior of Yujiang Academy was painted blue (with thin white lines used to imitate 
the original brick and mortar effect) and intrusive revolutionary slogans left visible. During the 
field visit in January 2017, the ongoing project of a red plaza has meant that rooms have been 
temporarily occupied as housing for construction workers or simply as storage space. 
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Figure 45 (Left): The construction site in front of the academy gate. 
Figure 46 (Right): The abandoned grand hall with Lenin’s portrait. 
  
Figure 47 (Left): Inside the former classroom (now temporary housing for construction workers) 
of Yujiang Academy.   
Figure 48 (Right): The entrance hall with construction materials. 
 
Current Conservation Plan: The official designation description states that from 1953 to 
2009, the Chaling County government approved seven restoration projects on extant academy 
buildings. However, in January 2017, there was no clear plan for the physical conservation or 
future management of the academy site. The only known information in terms of the current 
development plan was acquired through an interview with the school principal: the county 
government has granted over 1 million RMB (approximate 200,000 USD) to construct a brand 
new “red plaza,” right in front of the academy gate. A former headmaster of the school once 
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wanted to hold a “red exhibition” on revolutionary history. Unfortunately, the process of getting 
permissions from the local cultural heritage bureau is extremely cumbersome. That, coupled with 
the lack of funding, has made it difficult to develop this programming.  
Opportunities and Threats: The “promising” strategy of red tourism would hopefully not 
only bring visitors to the remote location of the heritage site, but also facilitate the physical 
conservation of academy buildings and recognize the cultural identity of Yujiang Academy 
beginning with its establishment in the early nineteenth century rather than having to be 
understood only as a designated “Lenin School.” The county government should not sacrifice the 
academy itself to achieve the touristic goal of developing another generalized sightseeing spot 
with revolutionary overtones. 
3.2.2.4 SWOT Analysis of Tourism Type 2 Academies: Red Tourism  
Strengths: 
• Promote accessibility 
• Regular maintenance work 




• Some academies have been occupied for commercial use. 
• The revolutionary history overweighs the historical narrative and cultural significance. 
Should be more comprehensive 
 
Opportunities: 
• Improve the economic conditions of backward area. 
• Create conversation/weave the red history into the broader context of the academy 
Threats: 
• Red tourism may result in inequality in heritage designation. 
• Over promotion on tourism may cause damage to the academies. 
 
Conclusion: 
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The Hunan academies have a history that spans more than a thousand years. Ever since 
the state promotion of red tourism, hundreds of heritage sites have yielded to the purpose of 
enhancing patriotic education and revolutionary spirit, with exhibitions of officially sanctioned 
historical narratives intended to disseminate the benefits of communist civilization inherited 
from the revolutionary era, rather than to construct a historically accurate portrait of the 
academies in their original form.  
Even though academies on red heritage sites are usually intact and physically well 
maintained, it is arbitrary for the authorities to forge a revolutionary memory of the past that is 
strikingly different from the academies’ historical narratives. And the inequality brought by the 
state promotion on red tourism has caused great disparity in heritage management, making sites 
not affiliated with revolutionary history dispensable. It is undeniable that the revolutionary past 
is a part of the historical narrative of designated heritage sites associated with red tourism. 
However, the interpretation of cultural and historical significance should not merely serve to 
advance this political agenda.  
 
3.3 Academies Associated with the Revival of National Studies (Guoxue) 
Education is the essence of traditional Chinese academies. The development of Huxiang 
culture and the very existence of Huxiang scholars are concrete evidence of intellectual 
prosperity across a thousand-year history. The Hunan academies lay a solid foundation for the 
revival of national studies. This strategy takes a step back from promoting academies as tourist 
sites or physical display of “splendid historical culture and revolutionary traditions of the Chinese 
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Nation,” and instead brings academies to life, while retaining the cultural integrity of protected 
heritage sites.109 
To gain more insight into the driving forces underpinning the growing enthusiasm for the 
“national studies craze(国学热潮),” it is necessary to look back to the early years of the PRC, 
when the repression of traditional culture and the repudiation of Confucianism entered and 
dominated the mainstream, disallowing Chinese intellectuals and pundits from espousing views 
on the background or “roots” of national identity.110 This was especially true during the ten-year 
period of the Cultural Revolution. 111  The decades that followed the “Open-up Policy” bear 
witness to the tremendous transformation from a planned economy to a market economy. With 
the accelerated progress of globalization, a recognition has emerged of the historical and cultural 
importance of traditional value systems. As global trade and foreign capital enter the Chinese 
market, the influx of diverse cultures has stimulated the public’s desire to revitalize traditional 
culture and seek ethnic and cultural identity in accurate histories of the past. 
3.3.1 CCP Confucianism Propaganda Narratives (top-down) 
The current political climate provides safe ground for the revival of traditional culture. 
Confucianism was looked down upon as old fashioned and anti-communist during the Mao era, 
especially the ten-year period of the Cultural Revolution, as it was the embodiment of feudalism. 
In recent years, the CCP has undertaken the didactic reinterpretation of Confucianism as the 
theoretical support for official propaganda regarding to the revival of traditional culture, “as well 
                                                        
109 Cultural Relics Protection Law of the People’s Republic of China (2015 Amendment), Article 40. 
110 Jiaming, Chen, “The National Studies Craze, The Phenomena, the Controversies, and Some Reflections,” China 
Perspectives, 22-30, January 2011. 
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as a symbol of the Party’s concern for public welfare.”112 Various factors including social unrest 
caused by “income inequality, environmental pollution, and official corruption,” have hinted at 
the underlying threats that might challenge the Party’s ruling status.113  Confucian philosophy, 
with its emphasis on “loyalty to the existing social order,” has been selectively interpreted to 
portray the government as the builder of a “Harmonious Society (和谐社会),” founded upon the 
bedrock of “social stability.”114  
3.3.2 Modern Academies (Private Schools) for Traditional Studies and Culture  
In recent years (after 2000) a trend for establishing modern academies (private schools) 
has emerged. These modern academies teach Confucian classics, namely the “Four Books and 
Five Classics,” (四书五经) to young children whose parents value traditional culture in the early 
stages of their education.  Inspired by the widespread revival movements, the Hunan academies 
have found opportunities to rehabilitate heritage sites with cultural programs that promote the 
traditional and educational culture of academies. One common way of doing this is to hold 
Guoxue lectures (国学讲堂). Academies that occasionally sponsor Guoxue lectures are: Tianyue, 
Lujiang, Lianxi, Shigu, Yuelu, Yuntou. Of these, Lianxi and Yuntou academies are dedicated to 
traditional cultural studies (mostly Confucianism). 
3.3.3 Lianxi Academy 
History: Lianxi academy was built in memory of the Song dynasty philosopher Zhou Dunyi 
(who was posthumously named Lianxi), the master of neo-Confucianism and the author of 
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“Taijitu Shuo (太极图说 )” (introduction to Taijitu, the yin-yang symbol). 115  The academy 
relocated several times historically and its current location, Rucheng County, was under Zhou’s 
reign from 1050 to 1054. The historical origin of Lianxi Academy can be traced back as far as the 
Song dynasty (1220), when Lianxi Temple was erected to worship Zhou Dunyi.116 In 1554, the 
building complex was officially named Lianxi Academy, replacing Lianxi Hall (濂希堂). The extant 
academy was built in 1804 by county officials, and it continued to serve as a local teaching place 
until 1968.117 While a large number of “Lianxi Academies” were constructed in Hunan and Jiangxi 
provinces because of Zhou’s political career and the diffusion of his philosophical concepts, the 
one at Rucheng County is rare for its continuous historical context. In 2002, Lianxi Academy was 
designated a cultural heritage site protected at the provincial level.118 
Current Condition: Upon entering the academy, there is a center courtyard with a statue 
of Zhou Dunyi standing in front of the lecture hall, which is called Lianxi Hall, a name inherited 
from the Song dynasty. The main building is a two-story wooden structure laid out in the form of 
a quadrangle, with a loggia surrounding the upper level. Three small patios of the west wing 
addition are positioned alternately with living and working spaces around them. The academy 
complex has remained intact; however, due to the most recent restoration work having been 
completed in 2001, some buildings require physical conservation on the exterior and wood 
components (the protective layer of paint has started peeling off the surface).  
                                                        
115 Designation plaque of Lianxi Academy, Rucheng county. 
116 Ibid. 
117 Deng, Hunan Shuyuan Shigao [The historical documentation of Hunan Academies], 595. 
118 Designation plaque of Lianxi Academy, Rucheng county. 
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Figure 49: The front gate of Lianxi Academy.  Figure 50: The center courtyard of Lianxi Academy. 
 
   
Figure 51: Loggia at the upper level.  Figure 52: The living space (patio) inside Lianxi Academy. 
 
Current Conservation Plan: Lianxi Academy is currently in use as: 1) exhibition space for 
academic achievements and influence of Zhou Dunyi, and history of Lianxi Academy; 2) office and 
living spaces for people who are responsible for the management work on the academy site on 
a daily basis; 3) public space/rooms for interpretive programs designed to create interactive 
relationship between traditional learning process and visitors/local community. Envisioned by 
the “headmaster” of the county cultural heritage department, in the near future Lianxi Academy 
will cooperate with local primary and middle schools to incorporate traditional cultural activities 
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including enlightenment rituals (开蒙礼), coming-of-age ceremonies (成人礼), and lectures on 
moral discipline (弟子规), in addition to the current teaching methods.119 The next step for Lianxi 
Academy will be preparing to apply for the national level of protection. 
  
Figure 53 (Left): Lecture room on the second floor. 
Figure 54 (Right): Academy A special reading room is open to public to create a place of 
tranquility for people to cultivate reading habit. 
 
Opportunities and Threats: The future development plan of Lianxi Academy demonstrates 
a creative approach to rejuvenating the educational spirit of traditional academy. Rather than 
borrowing the rigid teaching methods of the past, these cultural programs provide an alternative 
way to better utilize the academy as an educational resource and further help its audiences to 
gain a thorough understanding of academy culture. 
Although it is important to make the most of heritage sites, living activities inside the 
academy buildings could potentially cause damage to the physical structures if no prior 
consolidation and renovation work has been properly carried out. The living area should also be 
more compatible with the current academy setting and removed from the visitor’s route. 
                                                        
119 Personal interview with Zhijun He, the officer of Rucheng county cultural heritage department, January 2017. 
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3.3.4 Yuntou Academy  
History: Located near Lianxi Academy, Yuntou Academy was built in 1810 by a local 
aristocrat, and is one of the four oldest academies in Rucheng County.120 The academy was 
converted into a village primary school during the Republican period (year unknown), and has 
recently been designated at the county level of protection.121 
 
Figure 55: The front gate of Yuntou Academy. 
 
Current Condition: Yuntou Academy is a two-story wood-and-brick structure consisting of 
several study rooms, a central axis of the front, center, and rear halls, with two small patios in 
between the building sequence, and other facilities including a kitchen and refectory. A slender 
courtyard visually divides two buildings which represent two architectural styles: one of the Qing 
dynasty (figure 57, enclosing layout with exposed brick walls, round wood pillars and fenestration 
                                                        
120 Deng, Hunan Shuyuan Shigao [The historical documentation of Hunan Academies], 595. 
121 Ibid. 
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of traditional architecture) and the other a hybrid of the late Qing and early Republican China 
period (figure 56, painted wall and columns). Since the “rescue project” of Yuntou Academy was 
recently completed, in January 2017, with some minor decoration work still underway, the 
building compounds remain intact and fairly good condition.122  
   
Figure 56(Left) & Figure 57 (Right): The courtyard, patio and buildings of Yuntou Academy. 
Left side is the building from the late Qing and early Republican China, right is the early 
structures from the Qing dynasty. 
 
Current Conservation Plan: Managed by the “headmaster” He from Lianxi Academy, 
Yuntou’s development plan embodies his thoughts on integrating traditional culture with 
contemporary experience. The academy will provide learning experiences through two proposed 
cultural programs:  Guoxue (国学) or literature study and Guoyi (国艺) or art activities. 
                                                        
122 From the interview conducted at the construction site, some of the workers were former graduates from this 
academy (the academy used to offer classes covering grades from the elementary school to the high school).   
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Guoxue, emphasizing a literary perspective, recreates the traditional way of learning. The 
program encourages people to read and recite classics in the setting of a traditional lecture hall. 
In addition to this self-teaching process, public lectures are carried out in a manner such that the 
teacher would either lead the discussion of certain topics or answer questions raised by 
participants. Guoyi is derived from the “Six Arts (六艺)” of the Zhou dynasty (1046–256 BC),123 
but given the constraints of site, a contemporary version has been proposed, involving Qin (琴
musical instrument), calligraphy, painting, Quan (拳 similar to boxing), Jian (剑 Chinese 
swordsmanship), and archery.  
Opportunities and Threats:  Yuntou Academy is dedicated to reintroducing traditional 
Chinese culture to a general public in its authentic form but in a more interactive way. This 
innovative method of preserving academies requires ample funding to support the 
implementation of programming apart from the budget granted for heritage conservation and 
management work. 
3.3.5 SWOT Analysis of Academies Associated with the Revival of National Studies (Guoxue) 
Strengths: 
 
• Bring more awareness to the appreciation of traditional culture and preserve the 
cultural identity of academies. 
• Engage more people/visitors to experience various cultural activities, create a dynamic 
relationship between intangible heritage and present audiences. 
• Creative adaptions for academies, not physical display of history, but regenerations of 
the past. 




                                                        
123 Six Arts includes rites (礼), musicality (乐), archery (射), Charioting (御), Calligraphy (书), and Mathematics (数). 
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• According to the protection law, the cultural property is administrated by the government 
at the corresponding designated protection level. As discussed previously, most of the 
county governments do not have sufficient financial resources for heritage conservation. 
Therefore, the management work heavily depends on the professional performance of 
the people who are in direct charge of the site. 
• Local governments have not invested enough effort (financial support and management 




• Cooperate with local cultural institute to invite scholars, giving lectures to the public on 
various cultural topics.  
• Bring public awareness to the historical development of regional culture and cultivate 
cultural self-consciousness and boost cultural confidence. 
• Incorporating social media platforms (establish official accounts of wechat, weibo, etc) to 




• If the academy is proposed for higher level of protection (national), there would be much 




By immersing oneself in the academy environment to experience traditional culture and 
teaching methods, the proposed cultural programs are integral parts of academies’ (for the 
revival of national studies) conservation plans. Despite the fact that many of the programs are at 
a rudimentary stage, compared to some poorly interpreted sites for touristic or revolutionary 
value the management work at Lianxi and Yuntou Academy has made clear the importance of 
having a qualified decision maker in the heritage conservation process who values traditional 
culture, and respects academies as both sacred learning places and architectural treasures.  
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3.4 Academies Currently in Transition (of Use or Condition) 
Academies that are not serving any specific purpose are currently in the phase of 
transition. This section will review academies which were once local educational institutions, and 
were subsequently occupied and used for some other function. Many of these academies did not 
play a prestigious role in the history of the Hunan academies. As part of this review, we will also 
consider the influence of local government when it is unaware of the cultural and historical 
identities of existing academies and thus has not made adequate provision for a conservation 
plan to guide the academy’s transition. We will also consider academies located in areas which 
are not easily accessed because of their distance from areas of population and stagnant 
development. Unlike for academies being developed for cultural tourism, government funding 
and private fundraising are both crucial to conservation and management work. 
For cultural properties located in relatively remote areas, the local government often has 
neither the interest nor sufficient funding for heritage conservation. Scenarios exist in which the 
designations of some academies subsequently interrupt or sabotage their normal functions as 
places for educational activities. According to the protection law, the person who oversees the 
management work is subject to legal consequences if serious damage (mainly fires, because of 
the wooden structures) occurs to the cultural property. To avoid potential risks, some site 
managers opt to keep the structures vacant rather than put the academies into daily use. For 
instance, Chongshi Academy is entirely abandoned and deteriorating, while only the first floor 
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(out of three) of Santan Academy has been used for an after-school class, teaching students 
ethnic-minority cultural activities.124  
Authorities with little awareness and professional knowledge of heritage preservation 
present another pitfall. Instead of protecting the historical identity of each academy, uniformity 
and standardization seem to be more appealing to the concept of modern school designs. This is 
best reflected by the threatened demolition (proposed by the local education department) of 
Chongshi Academy in the early 2000s.125 
Unlike the prestigious academies where elite scholars conduct research and compose 
articles, thus affirming the role of the academy as a center of public education, these transitional 
academies do not offer scholarly positions. Their administrators are forced to adapt to social and 
political environments. This often means that the buildings go unused and the curriculum, if any, 
is provincial and uninspiring to the public at large.  
Socially speaking, these academies were once schools for people from the local 
communities to receive their primary education. At the same time, they serve as sacred places in 
the memory of important figures who had a great impact on regional history. Since there are 
generally few major changes (one of the few benefits of being underfunded for building 
conservation), the marks of historical transitions in the life of the local community are presented 
through physical evidence, such as documentation of movements/special time periods 
(particularly the Cultural Revolution) that are relatively unaffected by mainstream political 
ideologies. 
                                                        
124 Situation varies depending on individual academies, and more detailed case studies will be discussed in the following 
sections.  
125 Personal interview with former teacher at Chongshi Academy. 
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Positive transformations of some academies have been observed, but the lack of 
inspection or follow-up and sparse channels for public participation still remain a problem.  
3.4.1 Chongshi Academy 
History: In the traditional Chinese value system, the family was conceived of as the 
fundamental societal unit. Chongshi Academy, as revealed by the inscribed plaque above the 
front gate, “Wushi Mengyang ,”126 was the primary school of the Wu family in Xupu, Huaihua. 
The academy was constructed with the support of the official Wu (Fengzhi Dafu, an 
administrative title equal to today’s mayor) from the Qing dynasty.127 During his time working for 
the court, he was intrigued by Western culture and deeply influenced by its architectural form. 
After his retirement, Wu devoted himself to the educational revitalization of his hometown and 
hired skilled craftsmen to build Chongshi Academy.128 Chongshi Academy was established in 
1834, and construction work started in 1849. In 1989, the academy was designated a cultural 
heritage site protected at the county level. The academy functioned as a private primary school 
until 2008, when it was upgraded to the provincial level of protection. In the early 2000s, the 
educational department of Xupu county proposed the demolition of the historical structures 
inside the academy and voted instead to build a “modernized/standardized” school. Fortunately, 
the faculty and residents near the academy were strongly opposed to the demolition and raised 
enough money to restore the crumbling structures. 
                                                        
126 吴氏蒙养. Wushi, represents for Wu family, the word “Mengyang” could be literally translated as enlightenment. This kind 
of family academy provided elementary education for the children. 
127 清朝正五品官员奉直大夫. Information collected from personal interview with the former principal of the school. 
128 The plan for Chongshi Academy was initiated since 1834. The construction time was from 1849-1854. 
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Current Condition: The building compound of Chongshi Academy remains largely intact 
despite being abandoned and dilapidated for a decade. The campus has been closed since 2008, 
according to an interview with a former teacher. Due to the lack of regular maintenance, the 
wood frames require immediate emergency conservation work and the local government feared 
that severe damage would occur to the physical structures if they were continuously used as 
school buildings.  
  
Figure 58 (Left) & Figure 59 (Right): Front and rear gates of Chongshi Academy in upswept roof 
with trunk detail at the ridge. 
 
The two-story wood-and-brick academy has a symmetrical building layout. Panchi (half-
circle pound), front gate, entrance hall, and lecture hall constitute the inner core on the central 
axis, with extending teaching spaces on each side of the surrounded by student housing. Six 
patios in various sizes are accessed either by corridor or octagonal doorway (figure 66&67). The 
architectural plan is compact while allowing adequate natural light to flood in. 
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Figure 60: Panchi (pound) of Chongshi Academy.    Figure 61: Rural setting of the academy site. 
 
 
Figure 62 (Left): The playground between front and second gates with overgrown grass. 
Figure 63 (Right): Abandoned former classroom of Chongshi Academy. 
 
   
Figure 64 (Left) & Figure 65 (Right): The abandoned and deteriorating classrooms and activity 
space inside Chongshi Academy. 
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Figure 66 (Left) & Figure 67 (Right): Patios connected by corridor and octagonal doorway.   
 
Current Conservation Plan: At the end of 2016, the Xupu County government granted 
30,000 RMB (less than 5,000 US dollars) to clean and trim the field on the campus between the 
front and second gates (as shown within the green rectangle in figure 62). However, there are 
apparently other urgent conditions that should have been brought to the government’s attention. 
Since the school closed in 2008, the local government has not proposed any specific plan or 
conservation work on the heritage site. A former teacher has volunteered to be the liaison for 
the academy. 
Opportunities and Threats: The provincial level of designation should have provided 
better protection to Chongshi Academy. Instead of existing as a well-used historical artifact 
bearing its historical meaning while still in contemporary use, its students were dismissed and 
unable to attend school in their neighborhood. Instead, they had to transfer to another public 
school 45 minutes away. Though the future conservation plan of Chongshi Academy is 
unpredictable, the local community shares a collective memory of the site, which is an important 
prerequisite for achieving public participation in the decision-making process. 
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3.4.2 Santan Academy  
History: Santan academy was built in 1874 by a local official from the Miao minority. The 
largest existing Miao academy in China, the current site is located within the campus of Jixin 
Primary School of Fenghuang County (West Hunan), and was designated at the provincial level of 
protection in 2002. The latest recorded restoration project was completed in 1989, with 80,000 
RMB in government funding (less than 10,000 US dollars at that time).129 
Current Condition: The main building is an intact two-and-half-story wooden structure, 
with distinct Miao ethnic architectural features. The exterior resembles vernacular residential 
buildings, with its upswept roof and attic, and wood carving decorations on the windows and 
doorways. Inside the main structure, a recessed lecture hall is on the first floor, surrounded by a 
narrow hallway (figure 70). A steep wood staircase leads to the abandoned storage space on the 
second and attic floors, where piled-up desks and tables sit covered by dust. In spite of the 
uneven and cracking stone floor and creaking wood stairs of Santan Academy, the structure is 
stable (though future consolidation might be necessary), and full of original crafted details.  
   
Figure 68 (Left) & Figure 69 (Right): Santan Academy, Fenghuang County. Front and side view. 
                                                        
129 Designation Plaque of Santan Academy, Fenghuang County, August 1, 1989. 
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Figure 70 (Left): The hallway (first floor) of the Santan Academy.            
Figure 71 (Right): The storage space of an abandoned room (second floor).    
               
Current Conservation Plan: The first floor is currently holds after-school activities for 
students at the Jixin Primary School. Two rows of Miao drums (an ethnic performing art) stand 
against each side of wall with a portrait of Confucius hanging in the center. The second and third 
floors are temporary storage spaces with no specific functions. One of the auxiliary buildings is 
occupied by the local police office. The school principal expressed concern about developing 
cultural tourism around Santan Academy as it would require extra people to manage and may 
affect daily school activities. Fenghuang County government has delegated Jixin Primary School 
to oversee the conservation and management work of the academy site. Except for the basic 
maintenance work and after-school activities mentioned above, there is no clear conservation 
plan for Santan Academy in the near future. 
Opportunities and Threats: The county government should consider Santan Academy not 
merely a protected historical property, but a heritage resource which requires professional 
assessment, and the planning and implementation of conservation and management work. By 
the time of thesis research, there was no electricity due to safety concerns (mainly about fire). A 
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strategic, or at least, a clear, conservation plan would assist in efforts to preserve the academy 
as a cultural resource and example of ethnic architectural style with the potential to promote 
cultural tourism.  
3.4.3 Yehou Academy  
History: Yehou Academy originated during the Tang dynasty as “Nanyue Academy,” the 
name of the former study of the Prime Minister Li Bi (722–789, marquis: Yehou).130 In 1774, the 
academy was rebuilt by a county magistrate and named Yehou in memory of Li Bi.131 The building 
has had three locations and the surviving one was relocated to its current site in 1890 and rebuilt 
in 1932. Yehou Academy was designated at the provincial level of protection in 2002.132 
Current Condition: The natural environment and cultural landscape have shaped Heng 
Mountain (also known as Nanyue) as both a cultural landmark and scenic sight for tourists. Yehou 
Academy is an individual stone building situated on the shoulder of Heng Mountain, a location 
not usually favored by visitors for pilgrimage or sightseeing.  
  
Figure 72: The entrance of Yehou Academy           Figure 73: The rear façade of Yehou Academy 
 
                                                        
130 Designation plaque of Yehou Academy. 
131 Deng, Hunan Shuyuan Shigao [The historical documentation of Hunan Academies], 548-549. 
132 Ibid. 
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Nanyue (literally translated as nan: south, and yue: mountain, Heng Mountain) is deeply 
influenced by Buddhism, and famous temples have attracted numerous visitors nationwide. As a 
consequence of this, Yehou Academy was converted into a temple, dedicated to the worship of 
the Yehou Daxin (Deity). Despite the fact that the building from Republican China remains intact, 
and major building components are not suffering from material losses (still, the patch of a 
covered joss-stick store name is visually intrusive on the exterior), this awkward situation is no 
doubt the result of the desire to merge a superstitious practice with the building itself. It seems 
as though the heritage manager attempted to blend in the broader narrative of “pilgrim” culture 
at Heng Mountain, and envisaged Yehou Academy with an unending stream of pilgrims. However, 
the academy’s lack of fame and inconvenient location have impeded its transformation.    
    
Figure 74 (Left): Yehou Daxin (Deity) statue inside the academy.      
Figure 75 (Right): The covered store name (used to sell joss sticks and candles) on the academy 
wall.  
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Current Conservation Plan: Unknown. People interviewed working at the local cultural 
heritage department mentioned that the academy was contracted by the government to private 
individuals for commercial activities. 
Opportunities and Threats: The inappropriate use of the academy has greatly undermined 
the cultural and historical significance of the heritage site and caused physical damage to the 
building exterior. It also makes it difficult for viewers to comprehend the founder’s original 
reason for constructing this academy. Under these circumstances, Yehou Academy has not 
received basic legal protections. Local government should take action to prevent any ongoing 
and future activities taking place that have no cultural or historical relevance to the academy site. 
3.4.4 SWOT Analysis of the Academies in Transition 
Strengths: 
• Presented/documented as physical evidence for important historical transitions that 
were undergone in the area. 
• Preserve the material authenticity 
• Collective memories attached to local people,  
 
Weaknesses 
• Academies have not been fully utilized as cultural heritage resources. 
• Local governments have not invested enough effort (financial support and management 
work) into the heritage conservation. 
• Lack of qualified people to oversee the long-term conservation project. 
 
Opportunities 
• Proposal for adaptive reuse. 
• Bring public awareness and participation into the decision-making process. 
 
Threats: 
• Physical structures are deteriorating and in demand of immediate conservation work. 
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Academies that are in a transitional period have received the least effective protections. 
Due to a lack of preservation awareness and professional knowledge, local governments usually 
do not possess thorough understandings of the cultural and historical richness of these 
academies, and treat them merely as physical properties instead of exploiting and fully utilizing 
them as cultural, educational, or heritage resources. Although many academies are suffering 
from inappropriate use and physical damages, the integrity of architectural forms and 
authenticity of construction materials have not been heavily compromised. While there is future 
development potential in these sites, achieving it is challenging as the sites require that more 
time and effort be invested in the conservation process.  
 
3.5 Chapter Conclusion 
The case studies we have reviewed demonstrate both the great potential the academies 
present as cultural heritage landmarks as well as significant examples of architecture and 
landscape design in the service of an educational revolution which still defines the Chinese 
character. They also reveal the great disparities in the conservation and interpretation of these 
sites owing to their proximity to (or distance from) transportation and centers of population. 
Their status as national, provincial, or local monuments also significantly influences the quality 
of their conservation both because of the financial resources available to them as well as the 
degree of professionalism among the staff responsible for their upkeep. Finally, even with access 
to professional and financial support, some of the sites—particularly those interpreted within the 
historical narratives defined by “Red Tourism”—overlook historical narratives not directly 
associated with the Communist past. 
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Reflecting on the specific cases, it should be evident that the academies identified as 
important national heritage sites and which still function as important places of intellectual and 
academic work retain their historical and physical character including, in some cases, the intricate 
relationship between the building and landscape. The cultural programs which take place at 
academies such as Lianxi and Yuntou create an interactive relationship between the traditional 
ways of learning and people in the present. This use strategy is ultimately a method of 
interpretation which preserves the cultural image and role of the Hunan academies for 
contemporary scholars as well as broader audiences. Increasing public awareness and 
recognition of the revival of traditional culture have further enhanced the reputation of the 
Hunan academies within the contemporary social and political context. However, these tailored 
cultural activities require a considerable amount of government funding to support the 
implementation process apart from the financial budget for regular conservation and 
management work and therefore cannot be considered viable at more than a few of the 
academies. 
By contrast, the academies stuck in what I have called the “transitional period” have 
received the least effective protection. Without a viable use, these academies demonstrate what 
happens when funding and professional management are lacking. The communities around these 
academies lose a sense of their value and a vision for what they were and might become. Physical 
deterioration and loss of authenticity is the dire result. It must be noted, however, that a few of 
the surviving academies with minimum conservation remain important—and perhaps primary—
sources of cultural and social identity for local communities. In ethnic-minority areas, for example, 
the academy buildings are representative of regional architectural styles which evoke the identity 
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of the place and the people. For this reason, we can hope that those Hunan academies which 
reflect on their community’s identity may also come to be seen as important resources for 
cultural tourism, leading to improvements in the economic conditions of local areas, and the 
safeguarding of historical structures with regular maintenance work. 
We must recognize, therefore, the importance which cultural tourism may have to the 
salvation and redevelopment of the academies and their surroundings. But even in those cases 
in which the academies serve as focal points of cultural tourism, problems have arisen in the 
conservation and preservation of the buildings when the redesign process does not comply with 
comprehensive historical research, and results in the compromise of architectural integrity and 
material authenticity.  We have seen in some cases that the reconstructed academies have been 
dismantled and redesigned as superficial and artificial sightseeing spots simply to attract more 
visitors. Redevelopment plans should be based on solid historical documentation, including 
archival research of drawings and photographs, archaeological excavation, and collective 
memories from local communities.  This strategy should focus on the construction of ancillary 
facilities surrounding the redeveloped academy site, and avoid changing the academy’s nature 
either in physical appearance or exhibition contents. 
Within the context of cultural tourism, “Red Tourism” is the most problematic for the 
conservation and interpretation of these sites. Implemented as a means of promoting the 
revolutionary history of the Chinese Communist Party, this strategy has prevented the 
deconstruction of historical buildings by rapid urban encroachment, and brought about their 
maintenance even in comparison to those academies whose conservation is the result of other 
forms redevelopment and reuse. However, the overt emphasis on patriotic education and 
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revolutionary significance has displaced historical narratives more relevant to the sites, including 
those related to the cultural influence of the academies or the specific relationship of a site to 
the region or local community.  This situation is not likely to be improved given the current 
political climate.  
The circumstances of academies which are recognized only at the local or provincial level 
are more dire owing to a lack of professional engagement, material resources, or archival 
information. Among the issues we have witnessed (increasing in severity as we move from the 
provincial to more local governmental jurisdictions) are:   
• The fact that many cultural heritage departments within local governments are seriously 
understaffed. The heritage management job positions at basic administrative levels are not 
attractive enough for preservation professionals. The regional disparities of cultural 
resources and research opportunities have resulted in the uneven distribution of professional 
employees. 
• The degree to which considerable autonomy is given to an administrator who does not have 
the background/education experience in heritage protection sufficient to the task and is not 
fully aware of the cultural and historical significance of academies. Unprofessional 
management decisions and misinterpreted laws and regulations have resulted in manmade 
damage and the improper and controversial use of these buildings. 
• Insufficient funding for conservation work, which is perhaps the greatest impediment to the 
implementation process of heritage conservation. 
Perhaps the most significant insight we can draw from these case studies is the 
understanding that the problems we face in trying to achieve a conservation protocol which leads 
 99  
to the proper maintenance and interpretation of these sites is complex, and is born out of a lack 
of professional engagement, a lack of public awareness, an inappropriate “appropriation” of 
these buildings as “historic” and “culturally significant,” as well as the lack of financial resources. 
Money alone will not save these buildings, their sites, and the important historical messages they 
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Chapter 4 Conclusion and Recommendations 
4.1 Summary of Findings 
Despite—or perhaps because of—their regional association, the Hunan academies are 
evocative representatives of traditional Chinese academies both in their historical development 
and their distinguishing architectural and landscape characteristics. Within their numbers are 
those academies most closely associated with the formation of the educational revolution. At the 
same time, they demonstrate as a group how regional and cultural/ethnic identities can be 
represented by buildings serving similar programs and functions. These factors combined with 
their number and the quality of the resources make them both an important subject for historical 
research and an equally important subject for conservation planning concerned with physical 
integrity and authentic interpretation.  
The field visits which support this thesis revealed that despite the significance of the 
Hunan acadmies, their physical conditions, current uses, and interpretations vary greatly, ranging 
from well conserved to being in critical need of attention and on the verge of total loss. The 
reasons for this range of conditions are numerous and interrelated so that one finds sites which 
are well preserved and well interpreted, some that are well preserved and poorly interpreted, 
some that are poorly preserved yet still highly regarded for their cultural meaning, and others 
that are poorly preserved and likely to disappear shortly.  
This thesis analyzes selected Hunan academies as case studies in an attempt to 
understand the various forces and conditions impacting and controlling the current preservation 
strategies for these designated cultural heritage sites. The case studies have been selected so as 
to provide examples of various levels of protection, from the national, to the provincial, city and 
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county. They reveal that none of these tiers of government provide regulations or protocols 
specific to the academies despite their vast number.  
Among the factors controlling these outcomes, it is important first to understand the legal 
framework of “cultural relics” and their protection in China. The Cultural Relics Protection Law of 
the P.R.C. sets forth the designation criteria and general conservation principles for heritage sites. 
However, the loosely interpreted regulations and top-down decision-making process combined 
with the lack of a feedback mechanism from local and regional players or public participation has 
resulted in the effectiveness of government protections being limited. 
The case studies also enable us to categorize the prevailing circumstances of conservation 
among the academies. This thesis proposes a categorization of these variations as: 1) sites that 
possess potentials for cultural tourism development, 2) sites that are associated with 
revolutionary history, 3) sites that are inspired by the recent trend on the revival of national 
studies, and 4) sites that are waiting to be further exploited as cultural and educational resources.  
The assessment of conservation strategies of each case study site has been carried out on 
the basis of two criteria: 1) the physical structure conditions; and 2) the quality and nature of the 
interpretations of the individual academy’s history and culture. The SWOT analyses have 
revealed the opportunities and threats of each strategy, emphasizing the overarching ideas of 
preserving architectural integrity with respect to academies’ educational nature and cultural 
influence (on the local and national community) as well as the thorough presentation of the 
broad spectrum of academy history. Although it is inevitable that many of the academies will 
have to adjust their functions and building layouts to accommodate the requirements of current 
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conservation planning, it is an assumption underlying these analysis that, first and foremost, the 
cultural and historical significance of the Hunan academies should not be compromised. 
 This study also indicates regional disparities. Academies located near population centers 
have received regular maintenance work more often than some of the rural academies that are 
either used inappropriately or abandoned and deteriorating. Another problem that should be 
brought to light is the systematic deficiency of government heritage management, especially at 
the local levels, where cultural heritage departments often suffer from insufficient funding and 
staffing due to local administrators’ lack of preservation awareness and professional education.  
 
4.2 Recommendations on Future Conservation Plan for Hunan Academies 
Based on the summary above, future protections for the Hunan academies require 
formulating a more comprehensive and strategic conservation masterplan to address 
preservation issues encompassing cultural significance, historical narratives, social contexts, 
economic conditions, and climate of extant academies as meaningful heritage sites.  
Current conservation planning has provided the Hunan academies with basic legal 
protections, however, future preservation will require a more comprehensive and integrated 
conservation framework to further refine the heritage management process. While it is 
challenging in the current circumstance to predict the instruments or medium through which 
these recommendations could be achieved, it is nonetheless valuable to begin a dialogue which 
imagines an outcome and then, hopefully, finds a way to achieve it. With that in mind, the 
following are recommendations which flow out of this work. 
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First, it is crucial for the government and public to gain a clear understanding of the 
cultural significance and historical narratives of traditional academies. Since the leadership of 
heritage conservation follows a top-down structure, the authorities of cultural heritage 
departments should reinforce the historical and conservation professionalism, and ameliorate 
the present situation of the unequal distribution of government funding and human resources. 
Second, the cultural heritage departments should regularly maintain and update both 
archival materials and digital databases related to designated academies’ sites. The top-down 
policy-making process is not likely to be challenged or significantly improved in a short period of 
time; therefore, a bottom-up or grassroots approach, aiming at engaging public participation in 
the preservation of the Hunan academies could be a possible solution. The current uses and 
conditions of many academies in remote areas remain undocumented by administrative agencies. 
In light of staffing shortfalls, it is proposed that local cultural heritage departments work with 
freelance or volunteer photographers, who are passionate about academy culture, to initiate a 
survey project, and establish photo collections for individual sites. The Hunan Folklore 
Photographic Association (湖南民俗摄影协会) has started an architectural section, dedicated to 
traditional and vernacular buildings, among which Chongshi Academy, Lianxi Academy, and many 
other important educational buildings have been included.133  
Third, given the overarching historical significance of these sites, which binds their 
identity and perhaps their shared success as heritage sites, it is proposed that a syndicate or 
professional institute be formed which could provide a platform for scholars, field experts, and 
                                                        
133 漫道人生, Chongshi Academy, 
http://www.hnmssy.com/forum.php?mod=viewthread&tid=4577&extra=page%3D1, accessed May 2018. 
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site managers to collectively discuss conservation issues, seek applicable solutions, and avoid 
misconduct in heritage management work. The establishment of China’s Traditional Village 
Protection and Development Research Center has best demonstrated this strategy as its online 
database provides resources encompassing a national inventory of villages with mapped 
locations and site images, academic conferences, legal documents, channels for volunteer (public 
participant), information on field experts, and other protection-related publications. 134  
This thesis also hopes to create a regional network with the intention of connecting 
heritage sites related to academies to promote cultural tourism at locations both near and far 
from population centers. This program could be realized through GIS mapping technology, 
targeting, in particular, those sites off the beaten track which currently have little access to the 
recognition and financial resources that cultural tourism might bring. Such a syndicate with a 
more broadly conceived historical narrative might buoy those distant sites by linking them with 
sites that are currently recognized and highly regarded.  
These recommendations endeavor to establish a more cohesive conservation framework 
for the decision-making and implementation processes, and eventually to formulate more 
effective preservation strategies to allow the Hunan academies to remain important cultural 





                                                        
134 China’s Traditional Village Protection and Development Research Center, 
http://www.chuantongcunluo.com/index.php/Home/About/aboutus/id/77.html, accessed May 2015. 
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